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Unnatural Longing: Nostalgia in Sophocles’ Philoctetes

1. ammyolwpévov; dvotevov; LOvVov; €QTiUoV

having become wild; wretched; alone; lonely
(lines 226, 227, 228)

2. ® piltoTov pOvnuor Gped T ol Aapeiv
1RO0POEYIO TOLODO AVOQOG £V XQOVD HArQD.
Tl 0", ® Ténvov, naTéoyeE, Tic TOoTyayEV
yoeio; Tic dpun; Tig Avéuwv 6 dpiktatog;
véywvé pol oy ToD0’, drmg eidd Tic €l.

Oh most dear voice! Oh, to receive an address from such a man after such a long time!
What need brought you here, child, and made you approach? What impulse? What most
favouring of winds? Tell me everything, so that I might know who you are.

(234-8)

3. €5owda Y4 viv tavtog av Aoyou naxod
YAdoom Orydvta nai movoveylog, dd Mg
undev dinowov €g TEAOg LEALOL TTOELV.

I have known him to put his tongue to any speech that is evil, any outrage, by which he
might bring about an injustice.
(407-409)

4. 0dvooeve & Eotwv ol wavtadd’ tva
YoMV AvTL TOUTWV AUTOV AVdacOoL verQov;

Odysseus is still here when he should be dead instead of those men?
(429-30)

5. €Eoda, mal, poel og P TEGVROTA
towo bt povely unde texvaodal rnoxd:
A MOV YG T wTijua THS virng hapetly,
oM Sinonol 8 g Exdavoiueda.

I know, child, that it is not in your nature to say such things and to plot evil; but since it
is sweet to gain victory, be daring. We can be just another time.
(79-82)
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6. oUx, €i TO owOTval ye 1O Yeddog pépel
dtav T 004¢ elg #EQOOG, OVN OUVELV TIRETEL.
No — not if lying means safety;
and when to act is to gain an advantage, there’s no need for scruples
(109; 111)
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