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Before the Beginning: No Story of Troy Before The Story of Troy

Part I: Non-Iliadic (and Post-Iliadic) Evidence

1. &nerta dmoPaivovtag avtovg gig "TAov gipyovotv oi Tpdeg, kai Ovnoket [lpwtesilaog V¢’ “Extopog. Eneita
AyhAedc oTovg Tpémetat avelmv Kokvov tov TToced@voc. Kai ToVg vekpovg dvapodvTat. Koi
dwmpeoPevovtar Tpog tovg Tpdag, TV EAEVNV Kol Td KTHHOTO AToUTODVTIES. (G 08 0VY VANKOLGOV EKETVOL,
€vtavba On teryopoyodoy. Enetta ThHv yopov Eneelfoviec mopHoDot Kol TOC TEPLOTKOVE TOAELS. KOA LLETA
tadta Ayiikedg EAévny mBopsi Osdoachol, koi cuviyayev antodg eic 10 oo Appoditn koi @étig. sita
AITOVOGTEIV MPUNUEVOLG TOVG AYOtove AYIAAEDS KaTéyel. Kametta amelavvel Toc Aiveiov Podg, Kol
Avpvnocov kai ISacov moplel kai cuyvag Tdv tepotkidmv molenv, kai Tpwilov povedel. Avkaové Te
[Tatpoxhoc eic Afjpvov dyoryorv dmepmodel. koi &k Tdv Aapdpov Ayddede pév Bpionida yépac Aappavet,
Xpoonida 8¢ Ayapéuvov. Enerrd dott Holaundovg Bdvatoc. koi Aldg Bovr drmg émikoveion Tovg Tpdag
Ayéa thg cvppayiag thc EAMvov drostioas. Kol Katdloyog tdv Toic Tpmol cupupayneavioy.

(1) When the Greeks disembark at Troy, the Trojans push them back, and Protesilaus dies at the hands of
Hector. Achilles routs them, killing Cygnus, son of Poseidon. (2) They collect the corpses and send an
embassy to the Trojans, demanding the return of Helen and the valuables. (3) But when they did not comply,
the Greeks lay siege to their walls. Then, going out into the countryside, they destroy the neighboring cities.
(4) Thereafter, Achilles desires to look upon Helen, and Aphrodite and Thetis bring them together. Later when
the Achaeans are eager to sail back, Achilles restrains them. Then he drives off the cattle of Aeneas, sacks
Lyrnessos and Pedasos and many other nearby cities, and slaughters Troilus. Patroclus takes Lycaon to
Lemnos to sell him; from the spoils Achilles takes Briseis as his prize, while Agamemnon takes Chryseis.
Then there is the death of Palamedes and the plan of Zeus to alleviate the Trojans by removing Achilles from
the Greek alliance, and the catalogue of the Trojan allies.! (Proclus, Chrestomathia 148-69 Severyns)

2. [lpotecsihdov 6 televtnoavtog, kPaivel petd Mupuddvov Ayxthdeds kal Aibov Balmv gic TV KEQUANV
Kvkvov ktetvel. d¢ 88 Todtov vekpov gidov oi BapPapor, pedyovsty ig Ty moly, oi & “EAnveg
EKTNONCAVTEG TOV VEDV EVETANGOV COUATOV TO TEdIOV. Kol KatakAeicavteg Tovg Tpdag EmoAIOpKOLV.
avélovot 8¢ tag vadg. un Bappodviwv o8 Tdv PapPapwv, Axiliedg Evedpedoac Tpmilov v 1® ToD
Ouuppaiov ATOAL®VOC igpd PoVEVEL, Kol VOKTOG EAOGV £mti TNV TOAV Avkdova Aaufavet.

Once Protesilaus died, Achilles disembarked with the Myrmidons and killed Cygnus with a stone to the head.
When the barbarians saw his corpse, they flee into the city, and the Greeks, leaping from their ships, fill the
plain with bodies. They hemmed in the Trojans and besieged them. They [the Greeks] draw in their ships. The
barbarians showing no courage, Achilles ambushed Troilus in the sanctuary of Thymbraean Apollo and
slaughtered him, then entered the city by night and took Lycaon captive. (Apollod. Epit. E. 3.31-2)

I All translations are my own.


mailto:williamrbeck@gmail.com

3. évvaetodg 08 ypdvou dehbovTog [ ... ] Then nine years passed. (Apollod. Epit. E. 3.34)

4. Post acies primas urbis se moenibus hostes  After the initial battle, the enemy held itself for a long time
continuere diu, nec aperti copia Martis within the city’s walls, and there was no opportunity
ulla fuit: decimo demum pugnavimus anno.  for an open engagement. Finally, in the tenth year, we fought.
(Ovid, Met. 13.207-9)

Part II: Before the Beginning of the lliad

5. Hera (5.788-91):
dppa PEV &¢ mOAepOV TOAECKETO dT0Gg Aytlhevg, As long as divine Achilles would go out into battle,
000¢ mote Tpdeg Tpo TLAGWV Aapdavidwv the Trojans would never come out in front of the
oiyveokov- Dardanian gates.

Achilles (9.352-5):

0ppa & &ym pet’ Ayoroiov ToAéuiov As long as [ waged war among the Achaeans,
oVK €0éheoke paymv amo teiyeog opvouey “Extop, Hector was unwilling to rouse battle far from the wall,
A" 6c0V £ Zkaldg Te TOANG Kol Nyov Tkavev: but only came out to the Scaean gates and oak tree.

Poseidon (13.105-6):
¢ Tpdeg 10 mpiv ye pévog Kol yeipog Ayoidv In the past the Trojans were unwilling to stand fast against
pipvew ovk €0éheskov Evavtiov, o0d” NPaLOV: the strength and hands of the Achaeans, not even a bit.

Hector (15.720-21):

of i é0éhovta payechan Eml Tpupviiol véesoty They used to hold me back, and the army too,
avToV T  ioYavAaacKov EpNTOoVTO € AoOV: when I was eager to fight at the sterns of the ships.
Hector (18.287):

1 ob T kekdpNGOe delpévol EvEodr THpymV; Have you really not had enough of being cooped up

inside the towers?

6. MUV & etvatdg £0TL TEPITPOTEWV EVIOVTOC We have spent nine years
€vade upvoviesot o ov vepesilop” Ayowove  lingering here. So I wouldn’t blame the Achaeans
aoyaAdov Topd VIUoL KOPOVIGLY: for their distress by the curved ships. (2.295-7)



7. {nretta, dud T Ao TV TeEAevTaiV HPENTO Kol U Ao TOV TpmdTev 0 momts. Kai poapev og omopddny ot
npiv €yivovto TOAENOL, Kal 00OE Tepl TOAEwV peYioT®V. ol yop Tpdeg AYIALEWS TaPOVTOC 0VOENOTE EENETAY
TOV TUADV Kol 6YE30V AmpakTol THV EvvaeTiay ETéAeoay, TAG <O&> Opopovcag moliyvag ol "EAAnveg
S106TPEPOVTES TEPL MV Avaykoiov adTd Ypaeety VK A, uf) mapovong HANG T Aoyw.

It is asked why the poet began at the end rather than at the beginning [of the war]. It is because the previous
battles happened sporadically and not around the biggest cities. Indeed, when Achilles was present, the
Trojans never passed from their gates, and spent nine years in virtual inactivity, while the Greeks were
destroying the neighboring cities. It wasn’t necessary for the poet to write about those events, since there was

not sufficient material for a story. (schol. bT 7/. 1.0)

8a. ®pnikec 010" dmdvevde venlndec Eoyatotl AoV

8b. Trmo1 &° 0ide yepare venivdeg odg Epeeivelg
Opnikiot

9. 8¢ pa véov moAépoto petd kKAEog eiiniovbet

10. xoi yap on t0te PdTAG E€ikoot Pricev 4’ innwv
Tp®OT EMOV LV OYEGPL FIOUCKOUEVOC TOAELOL0.

11. Nog 0¢ poi €6ty
o€ dvmodekdtn, 6t” €¢ "TAtov eiknAovda

12. 10¢g 0¢ pot viv
nog évoekdrn dte "TAov eikniovda.

13.4€ yap 1 103 Wdpev &vi ppeoiv, éoté 88 mbvtec
naptupot, odg un knpes EPav Bavatolo pépovoar
1014 te kol Tpwil’ 6T’ € AVAIda vijeg Ayoidv
Nyepébovto kokd [pidpw kol Tpwoi pépovcat

The Thracians, here, far apart from the rest, newcomers
(10.434)

These horses that you ask about, old man, are newcomers
from Thrace. (10.558)

Who came only recently following the report of war

(13.364)

He cast twenty men down from their horses
when first he came with his chariot, once he learned
of the war. (16.810-11)

Today is
the twelfth dawn since I came to Troy. (21.80-2)

Today is
the eleventh dawn since i came to Troy. (21.155-56)

We know this well, and you all are witnesses,

even those whom the fate of death have taken —
yesterday or the day before, when Achaean ships were
gathered at Aulis, bringing evil to Priam and the Trojans
[...](2.301-4)




Conclusion: The Paradox of Achilles

14. &l yap Aypddedg oiog émi Tpmecot poyeitat For even if Achilles fights the Trojans by himself,
o0d¢ pivovl’ €&ovot Todmkea IInAciova. they won’t hold back swift Peleus’ son, not for a moment.
Ko ¢ Ti pv Kol Tpocbev vmotpopéeokov Opdvieg:  In the past they trembled just looking at him.
viv &” &te on Kol Bupodv ETaipov yoeTon aivadg But now that he rages terribly for his companion,
deldm pn kol Telog VEPROpOV EEQAATALT). I’'m afraid he’ll even annihilate the wall, contrary to fate.
(20.26-30)
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