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What'’s Past is Pro(cata)logue: Pindar and History in Nemean 2

1. Nemean 2 (Text: Snell-Maehler 1997: Translation: Race 1990 [with modifications])

“00¢ev mtep kal Ounpidal
pant@v EMéwv t@ MOAN" dodol
apyovta, ALOG €K MPooLpiov, Kai 68 avip
KataBoAav iepv ayw-

vwv vikadopiag 6édektal mpltov, Nepeaiou
[5]év moAuupvntw ALoG AACEL.

odeileL & £t matplav
glnep kaB’ 066V viv ebBUTOUTIOG
alwv Talg peyalatg €dwke KOoHov ABavalg,
Oapd pEvIoOpadwy dpéme-
oBau kaAALotov Awtov év NuBiolot Te vikdv
[10]Twwovoou maid’ €0t & €0KOG

opeldv ye NeAetddwy
un tnA6Bev Qapiwva velobal.
Kol pav o ZoAapic ye Opédal pdta poyotav
Sduvarog. év Tpola pev E-
KTwp Alavtog dkouoev: & TIHOSNKE, 0& & GAKA
[15]naykpatiou TAaBupOC AEEEL.

Axapval 6 maAaidatov
gevavopec 0ooa & Aud agbAolg,
Twodnuidat é€oxwtatol mpoAéyovral.
napa pev vPLédovtl Nap-
vao® téooapag £§ AEOAWV vikag EKOpLEav:
[20]aAA& KopvBiwv UTo dwTtidv

€v éoAol Nélomog ntuyaig
oKt otedpavolg EutxOev én°
€nta & év Nepéq, ta & oikoL paooov’ aptbpod,
Ao¢ aydvt. TOV, K TOAT-

Tat, Kwpafate TIHoSnUw oLV eUKAEL VOOTW'
[25]adupelel & E€apxete dwva.

Just as the sons of Homer, those singers
of verses stitched together, most often begin
with a prelude to Zeus, so has this man
received his first down-payment of victory

in the sacred games at the much-hymned
sanctuary of Nemean Zeus.

But Timonoos’ son is still indebted — if indeed his life,
while guiding him straight on the path of his fathers,
has given him as an adornment for great Athens —
to pluck again and again the fairest prize

of the Isthmian festivals and to be victorious
in the Pythian Games; and it is likely

that Orion is traveling not far behind
the mountain Pleiades.
And indeed Salamis is certainly capable of rearing
a fighter. At Troy Hector heard
from Aias; and you, O Timodemos, the stout-hearted
strength of the pankration exalts.

Acharnai is famous of old
for brave men, and in all that pertains to athletic games
the Timodemidai are proclaimed foremost.
From the games beside lofty-ruling Parnassos
they have carried off four victories,
but by the men of Corinth

in the valleys of noble Pelops
they have so far been joined to eight crowns;
there are seven at Nemea (at home too many to count) in the
contest of Zeus. Celebrate him [Zeus], O Citizens,

in honour of Timodemos upon his glorious return,
and begin with a sweetly melodious voice.
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2. A Chiastic Catalogue:

A (Nemea) 3-5: “so has this man / received his first down-payment of victory in the sacred games at the
much-hymned / sanctuary of Nemean Zeus.”

B (Isthmia)  9: “to pluck again and again the fairest prize of the Isthmian festivals”

C (Delphi) 9: “and to be victorious in the Pythian Games”

C (Delphi) 19: “from the games beside lofty-ruling Parnassos they have carried off four victories”

B (Isthmia)  20-22: “whereas by the men of Corinth / in the valleys of noble Pelops / they have been so far
joined to eight crowns.”

A (Nemea) 23: “there are seven at Nemea... in the contest of Zeus”

3. Metaphors of Inevitability/Probability:

1-3: The Homeridai often begin with a prooimion before a recitation of epic.

4: A down-payment expects a series of future payments.

6: Timodemos is indebted to receive future victories

7-8: Time is a certain “guide to Timodemos’ return” (e0BuMounog aiwv) as an adornment for Athens.
11-12: Orion always follows the Pleiades

13-14: Salamis rears Ajax
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