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Geryon the Hero, Herakles the God
1. Theog. 287-94

Xpvcoawp & Etekev Tpiképaiov I'npvovija Chrysaor engendered three-headed Geryon
uyBeig KaAlpom kovpn kAvtod Qkeavoio. after he slept with Kallirhoe, the daughter of
TOV nev ap’~ €evapiée Bin Hpaxinein famous ocean. The strength of Herakles
Bovoi map’ eiMmodoecot mepppvT giv 'Epvbein  killed him among his cows on sea-girt
fiuott Td &te mep Pfodg HAacev edpupetdnovg  Erytheia, on that day when he drove the
Tipvvl’ &ig ieprv dapag Tdépov Qkeavoio wide-browed cows to holy Tiryns, crossing
"Opbov e kteivag kai fovkdrov Edputiova the strait of ocean after he killed Orthos and
oTabu® v nepdevtt mEPNV KAvtod Qreavoio.  the herdsman Eurytion in the gloomy

homestead beyond famous Ocean.
All translations are my own.

2. Early Images of Herakles' Apotheosis
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a) Corinthian aryballos from Vulci, c. 600 BCE: Herakles and Hebe in procession
(Carpenter, fig. 233)

b) black figure hydria c. 530: Herakles in ¢) Samian cup c. 570-560: Herakles'
Athena's chariot introduction to Olympos on foot
(Carpenter, fig. 232) (LIMC, Herakles 2847)


http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*xrusa%2Fwr&la=greek&can=*xrusa%2Fwr0&prior=mhtio/enti
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=d%27&la=greek&can=d%275&prior=*xrusa/wr
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Fteken&la=greek&can=e%29%2Fteken0&prior=d%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=trike%2Ffalon&la=greek&can=trike%2Ffalon0&prior=e%29/teken
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*ghruonh%3Da&la=greek&can=*ghruonh%3Da0&prior=trike/falon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mixqei%5Cs&la=greek&can=mixqei%5Cs0&prior=*ghruonh=a
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*kalliro%2Fh%7C&la=greek&can=*kalliro%2Fh%7C0&prior=mixqei%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kou%2Frh%7C&la=greek&can=kou%2Frh%7C0&prior=*kalliro/h%7C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=klutou%3D&la=greek&can=klutou%3D1&prior=kou/rh%7C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*%29wkeanoi%3Do&la=greek&can=*%29wkeanoi%3Do1&prior=klutou=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5Cn&la=greek&can=to%5Cn0&prior=*%29wkeanoi=o
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&can=me%5Cn3&prior=to%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%2Fr%27&la=greek&can=a%29%2Fr%270&prior=me%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29cena%2Frice&la=greek&can=e%29cena%2Frice0&prior=a%29/r%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=bi%2Fh&la=greek&can=bi%2Fh0&prior=e%29cena/rice
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*%28hraklhei%2Fh&la=greek&can=*%28hraklhei%2Fh0&prior=bi/h
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=bousi%5C&la=greek&can=bousi%5C0&prior=*%28hraklhei/h
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=par%27&la=greek&can=par%270&prior=bousi%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ei%29lipo%2Fdessi&la=greek&can=ei%29lipo%2Fdessi0&prior=par%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=perirru%2Ftw%7C&la=greek&can=perirru%2Ftw%7C0&prior=ei%29lipo/dessi
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ei%29n&la=greek&can=ei%29n0&prior=perirru/tw%7C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*%29eruqei%2Fh%7C&la=greek&can=*%29eruqei%2Fh%7C0&prior=ei%29n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29%2Fmati&la=greek&can=h%29%2Fmati0&prior=*%29eruqei/h%7C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tw%3D%7C&la=greek&can=tw%3D%7C1&prior=h%29/mati
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28%2Fte&la=greek&can=o%28%2Fte1&prior=tw=%7C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=per&la=greek&can=per0&prior=o%28/te
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=bou%3Ds&la=greek&can=bou%3Ds0&prior=per
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29%2Flasen&la=greek&can=h%29%2Flasen0&prior=bou=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=eu%29rumetw%2Fpous&la=greek&can=eu%29rumetw%2Fpous0&prior=h%29/lasen
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*ti%2Frunq%27&la=greek&can=*ti%2Frunq%270&prior=eu%29rumetw/pous
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ei%29s&la=greek&can=ei%29s0&prior=*ti/runq%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=i%28erh%5Cn&la=greek&can=i%28erh%5Cn0&prior=ei%29s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=diaba%5Cs&la=greek&can=diaba%5Cs0&prior=i%28erh%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=po%2Fron&la=greek&can=po%2Fron0&prior=diaba%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*%29wkeanoi%3Do&la=greek&can=*%29wkeanoi%3Do2&prior=po/ron
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*%29%2Forqon&la=greek&can=*%29%2Forqon0&prior=*%29wkeanoi=o
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=te&la=greek&can=te7&prior=*%29/orqon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ktei%2Fnas&la=greek&can=ktei%2Fnas0&prior=te
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C3&prior=ktei/nas
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=bouko%2Flon&la=greek&can=bouko%2Flon0&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*eu%29ruti%2Fwna&la=greek&can=*eu%29ruti%2Fwna0&prior=bouko/lon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=staqmw%3D%7C&la=greek&can=staqmw%3D%7C0&prior=*eu%29ruti/wna
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29n&la=greek&can=e%29n2&prior=staqmw=%7C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29ero%2Fenti&la=greek&can=h%29ero%2Fenti0&prior=e%29n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pe%2Frhn&la=greek&can=pe%2Frhn1&prior=h%29ero/enti
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=klutou%3D&la=greek&can=klutou%3D2&prior=pe/rhn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*%29wkeanoi%3Do&la=greek&can=*%29wkeanoi%3Do3&prior=klutou=

Hanne Eisenfeld
eisenfel@bc.edu

3. HH Herakles 6-8
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* The text is Page's edition; my translations
depend on the extant text.
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He did many reckless things and endured
many; now indeed he dwells in delight on the
lovely seat of snowy Olympos and has Hebe
with the lovely ankles as his wife.

with his hands...
answering him...

he spoke......... immortal
do not............. to me death(?)...
frighten...

nor...

for if....

and ageless....

on Olympos....

better...

shame....

and..

...our
shame....

but if, oh dear one,...

to reach old age

and to live among...(apart from)

the blessed gods,

now it is much (better) for me....
whatever is fated

and reproach

also to my whole (race)

after the son of Chrysaor;

may this not be dear to the blessed gods
..... concerning my cows
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Oh foolish friend, if, fleeing this war, we
would be ageless and immortal, I myself
would not fight in the front lines, nor would I
send you to battle, where men find glory. But
since a thousand death spirits stand around
our heads, which a mortal can neither flee
from nor escape, let us go and grant someone
their prayer, or let them grant us ours.

And again his mother mourned and wept,
opening her garment with one hand, and with
the other she offered her breast and, weeping,
spoke these winged words: Hektor, my son,
show regard for me and pity me, if ever |
offered you this soothing breast...

I, wretched and miserable-(in my child?)
and suffering cares that cannot be forgotten
...Geryon, I beg....

....(my) breast to you...

...to your dear (mother?) delighting

...peplos

You have come to Olympos full of care,
divine Thetis, your heart full with
unforgettable grief...

Alas I am wretched; alas I am unfortunate in
my child...
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...he considered in his mind

...it would be much better
...to attack stealthily
....powerful

....he considered for him
...bitter destruction
...shield against

...from his head

...plumed helmet
...on the dirt

of hateful death

around his head...having...

smeared with blood...and bile,

of the manslaying dapplenecked

Hydra, with its pains. And he in silence
slantwise struck his forehead

and drove through the flesh and bones by
divine will.

The arrow held fast straight through the top
of his head

and he was stained with purple blood, his
armour and his limbs gory:

Geryon's neck bent over

at an angle, like a poppy

when it spoils its delicate...

suddenly, dropping its petals


http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/excl.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/excl.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/excl.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB1.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/P7.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB1.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/excl.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/excl.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/excl.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/excl.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/excl.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/excl.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/excl.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/excl.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/excl.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/excl.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/excl.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/excl.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://www.tlg.uci.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html

Hanne Eisenfeld
eisenfel@bc.edu

10. Herakles and Geryon: The Battle

Bronze relief shield band from Olympia. c. 560
(Carpenter, fig. 202)

11. 71. 8.300-308
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12. 11. 6.146-148
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Attic black figure belly amphora c. 540
(LIMC, Herakles 2484)

He released another arrow from the string,
aiming for Hektor, his heart hastened it on:
and he missed him and struck blameless
Gorgythion, the noble son of Priam, through
the chest with his arrow. Gorgythion, whom a
mother from Aisume bore, lovely
Kastianeira, like the gods in form. Like a
poppy over to the side his head fell, a poppy
in the garden weighted down with fruit and
spring damp, thus to the side his head sank,
weighted with the helmet.

Of the same nature as the generations of
leaves are the generations of men; a wind
blows these leaves to the ground, the tree
flourishes and puts forth others, spring's
season returns.
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