‘My beauty, my virtue, my wealth’: personal assertion in public religious contexts

Athens. Marble bowls, from Onesimos to Athena
Ovéolpog : avébekev : 6 Zpukvbo : tdBevaiat : dmapyév
Onesimos son of Smikythes dedicated it as an aparche to Athena

490-480 BC. Raubischek 1902, nos. 349-353, 357-8. Each bowl had the same inscription, with minor variations
in word order.

Athens. Pillar (base for lost kore), from Isolochos to Poseidon

[T€]ve kOpev dvébekev dmapyev

[Ioo]Aoxog &ypag : | v oi movtouéd-

[ov xpv]ootpia[l]V’ Emopev.

Isolochos has dedicated this kore as aparche of the catch which the Ruler of the Sea with the Golden
Trident has provided for him.

c. 480 BC. Raubitschek 1902, no. 229; van Straten 1995, 92. [Iod]Aoxog Raubitschek; [Nav]loxog Peek, IG.

Penteskouphia. Pinax from a potter to Poseidon

Poseidon and Amphitrite named; [/ANAKTI AY...
¢. 550 BC. Berlin, Staatl. Mus. F495+513; ThesCRA 2.d no. 195*

Calabria. Bronze axe, from Kyniskos to Hera

Tag hépag hapdg | éut tag &v mediot. Quvicoo|g pe avébe|ke Sptapol|g Fépyov | Sekatav. |
I am sacred to Hera in the plain. Kyniskos the butcher dedicated me as a tithe of his work.
ca. 525-500 BC? London, BM Br 252. IG XIV 643; Jeffrey, LSAG? 260.8; ThesCRA 2.d no. 185*

Olympia. Bronze strigil, from Dikon to Zeus

[tév]Se Aikov Ati 83pov a1 [¢pyaci]ag | &véBexev adtog moté[o]ag [kai yap] | €[x]et copiav
Dikon has dedicated this to Zeus as a present from his business;

he made it himself since he possesses great skill.

c. 450 BC. Olympia Mus. B5703; ThesCRA 2.d no. 181*; van Straten 1981, 93



Kamiros. Bronze cartwheel, from Onesos to Apollo

'Ovnoog i pe avnBekn i TOMOAOVL i O XaAXOTVTOG i TPOQOV ApHaTOG

Onesos the smith has dedicated me to Apollo: a cartwheel

550-525 BC. Rhodes Mus. 14464; Jeftrey, LSAG 356.13; ThesCRA 2.d no. 185*; van Straten 1981, 94

Olympia. Bronze helmet, from Miltiades to Zeus

M\ t1ddeg aveé[O]exev| i T]oL Al

Miltiades dedicated to Zeus

Early 5th cent. BC. Olympia Mus. B 2600; Kunze OlympBer 5 (1956) 69-74; ThesCRA 2.d no. 145*

Erythrai. Statue base, from Simo to Dionysos

[Z]wo V[8 €otn]ola] yovi Zwilov Atoviowt

[ie]péa po MOAewg [Taykpatidew Buydtnp,

[ei]k[O]va pe[p] popeiic dpetiig & €miderypa kat GAPov,

[&0]avaTtov pvriunv matoi Te kai Tpoyovols.

I, Simo, wife of Zoilos, priestess of Dionysos before the city, daughter of Pankratides, have prepared
this image as a proof of my beauty and my virtue and my wealth, as an eternal memento for the
children and the children’s children.

4th-3rd cent. BC. Engelmann and Merkelbach, Inschr. Erythrai und Klazomenai 210a; van Straten 1981, 76.
The name may be [S]imo or [T]imo.

Brauron. Votive relief, from Aristonike to Artemis

Aptéudt ev§apévn dvébniev Apitotovikn Aviipdtovg @opatéws yuvr

Aristonike, wife of Antiphates of Thorai, set this up as a votive offering to Artemis, in accordance with
her prayers

4th cent. BC. Brauron Mus. 1151; van Straten 1995, 59-60, 81, cat. no. R73, fig. 57.



Herodas 4.11-20: Kynno addresses Asklepios

Aewt Sede
TOAEKTOPOG TODS’, dVTIV’ oiking Troixwvt
krpuka Bdw, Tanidopna dé§atobe.
oV Yap TL TOAATY 008 €Totov dvTAedyev,
gmel Tay’ av Podv | vevnuévnv xoipov
TMOAAT|G popivng, kovk dAékTop’, inTpa
vovowv £moledpecta Tag dméynoag
én’ fmiag ob Xelpag, @ dvag, Teivag.
¢k 8eing Tov mivaka, KokkdAn, otfjoov
TS “Yyeing.
... may ye graciously come hither and receive this cock which I am sacrificing, herald of the walls of
the house, as your dessert. For our well is far from abundant or ready-flowing, else we should have
made an ox or a sow heaped with much crackling, and not a cock, our thank-offering for the diseases
which thou hast wiped away, Lord, stretching out thy gentle hands. Kokkale, set the tablet on the right
of Hygieia.

Athens. Votive, from Lysistrata to Demeter

[&]ppriTo TEAeTHG TPOTOAOG OTiG, TOTVIA Anof,

Kkal Buyatpog mpobvpo koopov dyadpa T6de

g0Tnoev 0TeEQAVW AVOLOTPATH, 0DOE TAPOVTWY

@eidetal A& Beolg dpBovog £¢ Suvapy.

The servant of your holy rites, O mistress Deo, and of those of your daughter, Stephanos’ daughter
Lysistrata, has presented this agalma as an ornament of your portal, and she does not spare her
property but makes abundant gifts to the gods according to her wealth.

c. 455 BC. Athens, Agora I5484; SEG 10.321; van Straten 1981, 75.

Decree from the Asklepieion of Rhodes: placement of votives
... €Eéotw pnBevi aitroaoc-
[Bou dva]Beowy avdprdvtog punde dAlov
[avaB]ipatog pndevog &g T0 KdTw Uépog
[ToD T]epéveng ...
... | € GAAoV TIva TOTOV €V DL oTa-
Bévta ta dvabnuata kwAdoel Tovg mepL-
TATOVG. ..
No one is permitted to request that an image be raised or some other votive offering set up in the
lower part of the sanctuary...or in any other spot where votive offerings prevent people walking past
3rd cent. BC. LSS 107 vv. 10-18; Suppl. Epig. Rodio 1; van Straten 2000, 213-14.

Other examples: new woodwork: Miletus, 3rd cent. BC, LSS 123; see also LSS 43, 107.
Blocking the cult image: Athens, 2nd cent. BC, Jeffrey, LSCG 43 with commentary.



Attica, inscription to the fjpwg iatp@g (excerpts)
‘HpwiTatpdt

EdkAfjg Evvopov

KepalijOev

avédnkev.

...[T]a tepa kaBeddvTeg TOVG TOTOLG Kai €l T
[&]AAo €oTiv dpyvpodv fj xpvoodv kal TO
[&]pyVplov TO AVaKeiEVOV OTHOAVTEG
[k]ataokevacovol TdL Bedt avabnua wg

av duvwvtat kA oTov, kal dvadroov-

ot Emypayavteg «1 fovAn 1 émt Opacve®v-
T0G ApYOVTOG Ao TOV dvadnuatwvHpwli]
Tatpdw- dvaypaydtwoav ¢ ol aipede[v]-

TeG TA OVOpaTA TOV dvatednkotwy év

TOL iep®dL kal oTabpov eig otAANY Aibiv-

VNV Kai otnoatwoav &v Tt iep@t. ..

... [€]v T[@]t oD "Hpwog tod Tatpod ta kabatpedévta
el TO avalnpa- vv dpyvpd- v TETpaypov O dvé-
Onkev KaAliotpatog: v Tomov 6v avébnke Aa-
Hidtov- v Tomov 8v avébnkev Zwikog vmep Tod
naudiov- v Tomov 6v avébnkev KahAiotiov- v
TOTOV OV Avédnkev Aapidiov- Tomov 6v &védn-
Kev Ao@aliowv- v Tomov 6v avéOnkev NikokAd[g]-
TOmov &v avébnkev Kalliotiov...

To the Hero Doctor
Eukles son of Eunomos
of Kephale

dedicated.

... having melted down the models and
anything else that there is in silver or gold,
and having weighed the stored silver coin,
will fashion for the god a dedication, as beautiful as
they can, and will dedicate it,
having inscribed on it, “The Council in the
archonship of Thrasyphon, from the dedications, to the Hero
Doctor”; and those chosen shall write up
the names of those who have dedicated in
the sanctuary, and the weight, on a stone
stele[3] and stand it in the sanctuary...

...In the sanctuary of the Hero Doctor, the items melted down
for the dedication: silver: tetradrachm which Kallistratos
dedicated; model which Lamidion dedicated,;

model which Zoilos dedicated on behalf of his

child; model which Kallistion dedicated;

model which Lamidion dedicated; model which

Asphalion dedicated; model which Nikokles dedicated;

model which Kallistion dedicated...

IGI1* 839=IG I’ 1 1154, vv. 1-4, 30-40, 54-61 See Linders 1989 for other examples.



Demosthenes 22.72-74: against Androtion

ToladTa Yap NV T TOV OTEQAVWY EMypappaTa. TadTa HEV Toivuv, & (jAov oAV elxe kal @hoTipiay
VUiV, Nedviota kaBalpedévtwy TV ote@avwy- émi Taig erahaig 8 &g avt’ ékeivav émouoad’ duiv 6
TOPVOG 00T0G, “AVEpoTiwvog émpuelovpévon” émtyéypantal: Kai ob TO 6Op’ HTapnKOTOG OVK £MOLV Oi
VOHOL €iG T lepa eiotévat, TOLTOL TOOVOU’ €V TOIG iepoig €Ml TV PLAADY YeYpapUEVOV E0TIV. GHOLOV
Y&, 00 Ydp; TODTO TOIG TPOTEPOLG EMIYPAHpATLY, Tj @hoTipiav Tonv €xov duiv. Tpia Toivuy €k TOVTOL Td
dervotat’ dv Tig idot mempaypév’ avtoig. TV pev yap Beov Tovg oTe@dvous oecLAKAGL TG TOAEWS
8¢ tov {flov N@avikaot TOV €k TOV Epywv, OV dopvN’ Noav 6vteg ol oTépavol Tovg §° dvabévtag
do&av ob pkpav agripnvral, 1o dokeiv v &v ed mdbwaoty €0éAely pepvijobat.

Such, I say, were the inscriptions of the crowns. They were tokens of emulation and honorable
ambition; but now they have vanished with the destruction of the crowns, and the saucers which that
lewd fellow has had made in their place bear the inscription, “Made by direction of Androtion.” And
so the name of a man whom the laws forbid to enter our temples in person because of his prostitution,
has been inscribed on the cups in those temples. Just like the old inscriptions, is it not? and an equal
incentive to ambition? You may, then, mark three scandalous crimes committed by these persons.
They have robbed the Goddess of her crowns. They have extinguished in the city that spirit of
emulation that sprang from the achievements which the crowns, while in being, commemorated. They
have deprived the donors of a great honor,—the credit of gratitude for benefits received.

Paus. 5.21.2-4: the first six Zanes at Olympia

npog 8¢ T kpnmidt dydApata Adg dvakertal XaAkd. Tadta émotn uév o xpnudtwv émpAndeiong
4OAnTaig {nuiag VPpicacty &g TOV dydva, kahodvtat 8¢ VIO TOV Emwpiwv Zaves. TpdToL 8¢ dptBuody
g€ emi TG OydonG éotnoav kal évevnkooTiig OAvpmadog: Ebmwlog yap @eooalog xpripact SiépBeipe
ToUG ENBOVTOG TOV TUKTOV, AyriTopa Apkada kai ITpvtaviv Kuliknvov, ovv 8¢ avtolig kai Poppiwva
Alkapvaooéa pev yévog, OAvpmddt 8¢ Tf) Tpd TavTng KpaTHoavTa. To0To £§ AOANTOV Adiknpa £G TOV
dy@va mpdTov yevéoBat Aéyovat, kai mpdtot Xpripacty énuwdnoav Vo Heiwv Ednwlog kat ol
de&apevol Swpa mapd EdmwAov. ... 0élet 8¢ TO pev mpdTOV TOV éAeyeiwy SAODV WG 0V XprHaCLY
AN OKOTNTL TOV TOdDV Kal Vo ioxvog owpatog OAvpmikny €0ty ebpéobal vikny, TO 8¢ éml T®
devtépw Pnoly g 1o dyolpa €otnre TR Te T €6 TO Belov kal vTo evoePeiag g HAeiwv kal aBAntaig
TapavopodoLy eivat §¢0¢- TEUTTW 8¢ Kal EKTW, TQ HEV E0TLY 1) TOD EMYPAUHATOS YVOUN Té Te AAAa £G
énawvov HAeiwv kal o) fikiota émi tfj {npia T@V TuKTdOV, €mi 8¢ T@ roloiny Sidackaliav aoty
‘EAAnow eivat té aydpata pndéva émt OAvpmikf) vikn Stdovat xprpota.

By the platform have been set up bronze images of Zeus. These have been made from the fines
inflicted on athletes who have wantonly broken the rules of the contests, and they are called Zanes
(tigures of Zeus) by the natives. The first, six in number, were set up in the ninety-eighth Olympiad.
For Eupolus of Thessaly bribed the boxers who entered the competition, Agenor the Arcadian and
Prytanis of Cyzicus, and with them also Phormio of Halicarnassus, who had won at the preceding
Festival. This is said to have been the first time that an athlete violated the rules of the games, and the
first to be fined by the Eleans were Eupolus and those who accepted bribes from Eupolus... The first
of the inscriptions is intended to make plain that an Olympic victory is to be won, not by money, but
by swiftness of foot and strength of body. The inscription on the second image declares that the image
stands to the glory of the deity, through the piety of the Eleans, and to be a terror to law-breaking
athletes. The purport of the inscription on the fifth image is praise of the Eleans, especially for their
fining the boxers; that of the sixth and last is that the images are a warning to all the Greeks not to give
bribes to obtain an Olympic victory.

For similar strictures at Epidauros, see e.g. IG IV 1 99, II: three athletes (identified by name, patronymic, polis,

and event) fined 1000 staters each for ‘corrupting’ the games, d1& 10 @Oeipelv Tov dy@va. Further examples:
Rouse 1902, 311-17.
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