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Handout for “The Negative Use of the Concept of Agape-Love in the New Testament” 

The 6 Negative Instances  

(All translations are my own; the Greek text is from The Greek New Testament, 5th, Revised Edition, Deutsche 

Bibelgesellschaft - https://www.academic-bible.com/en/online-bibles/greek-new-testament-ubs5/read-the-bible-

text/bibel/text/) 

 

1) Luke 11:43  

"Woe to you, Pharisees, because you love (agapate) the place of honor in the synagogues and 

the greetings in the marketplaces." 

 
 

 

2) John 12:42-43   

"Nevertheless, however, also from the rulers many believed in Him (episteusan eis auton), but 

on account of the Pharisees, they were not confessing so that they might not be excommunicated 

from the synagogue. For they agape-loved (ēgapēsan) the praise of people more than the praise 

of God." 

 
 

 

3) 2 Timothy 4:9b-10a 

"For Demas abandoned me, having agape-loved (agapēsas) the present age (ton nun aiōna), 

and he went into Thessalonica." 

 
 

 

 

Contd. 
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4) 1 John 2:15-17 

"Do not agape-love (agapate) the world or the things in the world.  If someone agape-loves 

(agapai) the world (ton kosmon), the agape-love (agape) of the Father is not in him; because 

everything in the world, the desire of the flesh and the desire of the eyes and the bragging of life 

is not from the Father, but from the world. And the world passes away and its desire, but the one 

doing the will of God  remains forever." 

 
 

 

 

5) John 3:19 

"And this is the judgment that the light has come into the world, but the people agape-loved 

(ēgapēsan) the darkness more than the light; for their deeds were evil." 

 
 

 

 

6) 2 Peter 2:15 

"Having left behind the straight road, they wandered off, having followed the road of Balaam, 

son of Bezer, who agape-loved (ēgapēsen) wages of unrighteousness (hos misthon adikias 

ēgapēsen, 2b)." 

 


