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Using this ship as a model, they built their
whole fleet; so that if this had not occurred, it is
clear that on account of inexperience they would
have been prevented from reaching this goal.
Now, however, those to whom the care of the
shipbuilding had been given were busy getting
them ready, those who had assembled the crews
were teaching them on land to row in the
following manner...
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Upon learning that the Romans were readying
the fleet and were about to make an expedition
to Libya, they [the Carthaginians] set about
refitting ships and building new ones from
scratch.

Plb. 1.38.5-6

00 Povropevor 8¢ kabdmaé eikety, od0IC Eyvocay
gk dpLOY WV glkoct kai dlakoOGLo vovmnyeichon
oKAQPN. TOLTOV O TNV CLVTEAELAV £V TPILVE®
AaBovtav, dmep 000E ToTEDGAL PASLOV,

Not wishing to give in at all, they decided to
build 220 ships from the keel. These were
finished in three months, a thing not at all easy
to believe.
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The Romans, in early summer, having launched
350 ships, placing Marcus Aemilius and Servius
Fulvius in command, they proceeded to sail
along Sicily towards Libya. Encountering the
fleet of the Carthaginians they fell upon them
and easily put them to flight, capturing 114
ships with their crews. Embarking those
soldiers remaining in Libya at Aspis, they sailed
back to Sicily.

Crossing the strait safely they had reached the
territory of Camarina when they were overtaken
by such a storm and such a calamity that it is not
able to be adequately described on account of its
surpassing scale. For of the 364 ships, only
eighty ships survived...
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Ps. Dem. 50.7 Against Polycles

£T1 0€ OKEVEGLY 101015 TNV VOV dTact Moreover, | fitted the ship with equipment all
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Ps. Dem. 50.35 Against Polycles

TapaAafmv THV TpMpN oOTOC GAVTM Take over the trireme and furnish it yourself, with
KaTaokevaool Kol vadtag Kol EmParog kol sailors and marines and rowers...
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A Timeline for Shipbuilding in Polybius

261: First phase of Roman shipbuilding (PIb. 1.20.9-1.21.2)

260: Battle of Mylae (Plb. 1.23)

257: Second Roman, first Carthaginian phases of shipbuilding (Plb. 1.25.5-7)
256: Battle of Ecnomus (Plb. 1.26-28)

Second Carthaginian phase of shipbuilding (and refit) (Plb. 1.36.8-9)

255: Battle of Cape Hermaeum, Storm off of Camarina (Plb. 1.36-37)
Carthaginian refit or shipbuilding? (Plb. 1.37.3)

Third phase of Roman shipbuilding (Plb. 1.38.5-7)

253: Storm off of Panormus, Roman fleet mothballed (Plb. 1.39.6-8)

251: Fourth phase of Roman shipbuilding (Plb. 1.39.15)

249: Battle of Depana (1.50-51)

Fifth phase of Roman shipbuilding (Plb. 1.52.4-8)

Second storm near Camarina (Plb. 1.54), Romans ‘relinquish the sea’ (Plb. 1.55.1-2)
243: Final phase of Roman shipbuilding (Plb. 1.59.1-8)

Battle of the Aegates Islands (Plb. 1.60-61)
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