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Representative Democracy in Late Classical Greece

. James Madison, Federalist 63: “There are particular moments in public affairs when the people,
stimulated by some irregular passion, or some illicit advantage, or misled by the artful
misrepresentations of interested men, may call for measures which they themselves will
afterwards be the most ready to lament and condemn. In these critical moments, how salutary
will be the interference of some temperate and respectable body of citizens, in order to check
the misguided career, and to suspend the blow meditated by the people against themselves, until
reason, justice, and truth can regain their authority over the public mind? What bitter anguish
would not the people of Athens have often escaped if their government had contained so
provident a safeguard against the tyranny of their own passions? Popular liberty might then have
escaped the indelible reproach of decreeing to the same citizens the hemlock on one day and

statues on the next.”

. James Madison, Federalist 10: “The two great points of difference between a democracy and a
republic are: first, the delegation of the government, in the latter, to a small number of citizens

elected by the rest...”

Isocrates 7 (Areopagiticus) 22: (kouv TNV
TOALY, OUK €€ amaviwy Tag apXag KANpolVvTEeg,
AAAQ ToUC BeATioToug Kal TOUG LKAVWTATOUG
€’ Ekaotov TV EpywV NMPOKPIVOVTEG.
ToloUtouc yap AAmlov EoeoBal kai Toug
dA\\oug, otol ep Gv MOV ol THV TPAYUATWY
énotatolvTeg.

. Xenophon, Spartan Society 10.3: 0 6¢ nepl Tfig
vepovtiag dywv Puxdv ayabhv kpiowv
TIAPEXEL.

Xenophon, Education of Cyrus 1.6.22: A\éyelg
oU, W TATEP, €I TO MELBOPEVOUC EXELV OVUSEV
EVALL AVUOLUWTEPOV TOU GPOVLUWTEPOV SOKETV
glvaLL TOV BPXOHEVWY. Aéyw yap olv, Edn. kal
n&C 81 TS &v, W TdTep, TolaUTNV §OEav
Taylota mepl autold mapaocy£cbal Suvalto;
oUk €otv €dn, W Tal, CUVTOUWTEPA 680C |...]
TO yevEéaBal mepl TOUTWV PPOVLIUOV.

. Aristotle, Politics 4.6: 50kel 6¢ dplotokpartia
MEV glval HAALoTO TO TAC TIUAC veEveEUoBal
Kot ApeTnv.

“They [those who ruled in the days of Solon and
Cleisthenes] governed the city, not by filling
magistracies by lottery from all citizens, but a
preliminary selection of the most able to
perform the various duties of state. For they
hoped that the other citizens would become
similar to those who ran things.”

“The contest for membership on the Gerousia is
a judgment of the quality of souls.”

“[Cyrus said,] ‘Are you saying, father, that there
is nothing more effective for keeping one’s
followers obedient than seeming to be wiser
than those who are being ruled?’ ‘Yes,’ he said.
‘And how, father,” said Cyrus, “could one
produce such a reputation about oneself most
quickly?’ ‘There is no easier path [...] than
actually being wiser.””

“Aristocracy seems to consist chiefly in dividing
up honors according to virtue.”
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10.

11.

12.

Plato, Laws 945c: padlov peEv ouSauig eVPEY
TV apxoviwv Gpyxovta LTepBAaAlovta mPog
ApeTnV, OHWC &€ melpatéov eVOUVTAC TVOG
Aveupiokelv Beloug.

Xenophon, Spartan Society 10.3: o0x Worep
ai aM\at toAelg €dol Toug aipebévtag Al
ApXELV TO €10¢ OMWG Av BoUAwvTaL.

“Old Oligarch” 3.2: énewta &€ Sikag kal
vypadag kat eBUvVag £kSikalelv 6oag ovd’ ol
oLumavteg AvBpwrol €kSikalouot.

Herodotus 3.80.6: maAw PEV ApXAC APXEL,
UmevBuvov 8¢ apxnv €xeL, Boulevpata &€
TAvTa €G TO KOOV AvadEépeL.

Meiggs & Lewis 45 (440s B.C.): to[outolg 6¢
TV nopeiav £kaotwt ouyypadavteg ol
otpatyol aJmootel--Aavi®v: €l 8€ un, kad’ Eva
€kaotov e0Bu]vocbwu [H]up[ialg Spaxualc.

IG 117 681 (276/5 B.C.): Oupoxa]pn(c] 6& 6 0og
0 toutou, atnp 6€ Qaidpou xel[potovn]Oeig
oTpaATNYOC UTO ToU 6oL €L TO VAUTIK[OV
EmAe]uoev Ent TV ve®v A 0 dijuog [TL v
MoakedOVwV 0TOAWL] CUVETEUTTEY ELG TNV
Actiav.

[...]

oTpaATNYOC UTO Tol 6o xelpotovnBelg éml
TV TAPOCKEUNV 8L TTAVTWY WL TPOGTKEV
EMePeANOn KOADC KAl GLAOTIUWCS' v Kal ETTL THV
XWPAV XELPOToVNOeic MAEOVAKLC Kal €L TOUC
€€vouc yevouevoc tplc.

[...]

XelpotovnOeic &€ OO tol Srypou &mi Ta OmAa
oTpaATNYOG...
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“It is not at all easy to find a magistrate who
surpasses other magistrates in virtue.
Nevertheless one must try to find euthuntai
who are divine.

“Unlike other cities, [the ephors] do not allow
the elected officials to spend their one-year
term however they want.”

“Then [the Assembly] conducts private and
public lawsuits and accountability procedures
(euthunai), and they do more of these than the
rest of mankind put together.”

“[Democracy] appropriates magistracies by lot,
holds magistracies accountable (hupeuthynos),
and refers all deliberations to the collective.”

“Let the generals draw up the travel fare for
these [heralds] and send them off. If they do
not, let them be held accountable and punished
by a fine of 10,000 drachmas each.”

“Thumochares, the son of this man and the
father of Phaedrus, was elected general for
naval affairs by the people and sailed out on the
ships that the people sent to Asia along with
with the expedition of the Macedonians.

[...]

[Phaedrus] was elected general for
procurement by the demos twice and took care
of all that he was charged with well and with
distinction. And he was elected general for the
country many times and general for
mercenaries three times.

[...]

[Phaedrus] was elected by the people general
for armaments ...”



13.

14.

15.

Isocrates 15 (Antidosis) 131: ékelvog yap oUte
pLo6dnuo¢ wv olte plodvbpwmnog oo’
Umepndavog, oUT G\ oudev Exwv TV
TOLOUTWV KOKQV, 8LA TRV peyalodpoouvny ThY
T} oTpatnyla YEv cupdEpouoayv, POG 6& TAC
XPelag TV Ael MPOOTIMTOVTWY oUY
dppotrouvcay, dracty €8ofev voxoc elvat Toig
TIPOELPNEVOLG- OUTW VAP AdUNE AV TIPOS THV
TV avBpwnwv Bepameiav.

IG II> 457 (307/6 B.C.): 8]ouc e0BUvag
TIOAAQKLG [TQIV TE TEMOALTEVUEVWVY KOl TWV]
SLwikNUEV[wv év éAeuBépal Kal
SnUoKpaTOUUEVNL TH]L TTOAEL

Isocrates 7 (Areopagiticus) 26: €kelvol
SleyvwkAdTec noav STL ST TOV pev Sijpov
womep Tupavvov kablotaval Tag dpxag Kat
KoAQZelv ToUG E€apapTdvovTag Kol Kpively
nepl TV Apdlofntouvpévwvy. [...] kaitol mig av
TI¢ eUpol TavTNG BePatotépay f Sikalotépav
dnuokpartiav, Thc Tolg HEV Suvatwtdtoucg Emt
TaGg mpatelg kablotaong, auT®Wv &€ ToUTWV TOV
6fjpov kUpLov molovuong.
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“That great man [Timotheus] was neither a
despiser of the people nor a misanthrope nor
arrogant, and did he possessed no other such
character flaw. Rather, because of his greatness
of spirit, which is useful for generalship but
unsuitable for ordinary interactions with
passersby, he seemed to everyone to be guilty
of the charges. He was naturally unsuited for
flattery of human beings.”

“And [Lycurgus] submitted euthynai many times
for his policies and administrations in the city,
which was free and democratically governed.”

“Those men resolved that the people ought to
have the power of a tyrant to allocate the
offices and punish those who do wrong and sit
as jury on disputed matters. [...] And how could
anyone find a more secure or more just
democracy than this — one that put the most
capable men in charge of affairs but made the
people sovereign over them.”
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