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3. ERECHTHEUS (possibly performed 422-411 BCE)

A Fr. 360.5ff (trans. Loeb).
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B Fr. 360.14-21 (trans. Loeb).

TOAE®G &” ambiong Tobvop” €v, moALol O€ viv
voiovot ToVTovg TS daPbeipatl e xpn, 50V
TPOTAVTOV Loy Drep dodvar Baveiv; ginep
Yap dptOpov oida koi TodAAGGoVoC TO HETloV,
TEvOCT olkog o0 mAéov cBéverntaicag Gmaong
nOAEOG 00O TooVv PépeL.

C Fr. 360.43-49 (trans. Loeb).
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My reasons are many, and the first of them is
that I could get no other city better than this.
In the first place, we are not an immigrant
people from elsewhere but born in our own
land, while other cities are founded as it were
through board-game moves, different ones
imported from different places. But someone
who settles in one city from another is like a
bad peg fixed in a piece of wood: he’s a
citizen in name, but not in reality.

The city as a whole has a single name, but
many inhabit it: why should I destroy them
when I can give one child to die for all? If I
know my numbers and can tell greater from
smaller, Tone person’st family falling into
misfortune does not weigh more than an entire
city, nor does it have an equal impact.

As for that duty which we share above all, no
one shall without(?) my heart’s consent cast
out the ancient ordinances of our forefathers,
nor shall Eumolpus or his Thracian folk
replace the olive and the golden Gorgon by
planting a trident upright in the city’s
foundations and crowning it with garlands,
leaving Pallas dishonoured.

D Fr. 370.55-6 (trans. Loeb). a00® tpia<t>vav thcd’ amo<c>tpépety yBovic, movtie [1ocedov,
unde yiv avaotatodvrow T Epeimev v Euny Eémpatov: (I call on you to avert your trident
from this country, sea god Poseidon; do not uproot my land, nor ruin my fair city).

E Fr. 370.45-51 (trans. Loeb).
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(Oh, Oh!) O Earth! Flee . . . if there could
ever be any end (of my sufferings) . . . the
land’s subterranean . . . The city’s ground
dances with the quaking! Poseidon is hurling
(an earthquake) on the city . . . most
miserabl(y?) . . . for me(?) Here are
tribulations . . . the roof is falling in . . . we
are

F Fr. 370.59-60 (trans. Loeb). o oy &ig 4dnv 6’ &mincev; o katd x0ovog kpoyag Epeydéa
¢ euiic iy epevoc; (Has one (victim) not satisfied you? Have you not clutched at my heart by

confining Erechtheus below the earth?).

G Fr.370.89-94 (trans. Loeb).
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KeAEV® TEPIPOLOIGL Aaiivolg KeKANoETaL 08
10D KTOVOVTog obveka Xepvog [Mocelddv
dvop’ ém owvopaspévog aotoig Epeybevg év
eovaioct fovBvToic.

H Fr. 370.87-89 (trans. Loeb).
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I Fr. 370.98-108 (trans. Loeb).
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For your husband I command that a precinct
be built in mid-city, with stone surrounds; and
on account of his killer he shall be called
August Poseidon surnamed Erechtheus, by the
citizens in their sacrifices of oxen.

These maidens should have a sanctuary that is
untrodden, and no enemy should be allowed
to make covert offerings there, getting victory
for them and affliction for this land.

You have heard what (must) be brought to
pass in this land; and now I shall tell you the
judgement that Zeus my father in heaven
passes. Eumolpus, born from Eumolpus who
(has died) . . .Demeter . . . he is (to become) . .
. marrying . . . and one (fem.) . . . and the
(fem.) . . . and to (or for)...
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