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A House Divided: Reading the Homeric Hymn to Demeter through Household Roles

1.

Iliad 15.496-499: Hector Speaking
¢ oV ot dgu(ég d}ﬂ)VOHéV({) ngpi ndﬂ[png “It is not unsee.mly for one _defending h.iS
Te0Vapey: GO Bhoydc TE 50N Ko Taideg Omioow, fat_herland to die; buj[ his wife is safe, his
Kai otkog koi KAjpog dxrpatoc, £l kev Ayonoiol children after, and his household and
3 o , ) A plot are unharmed if the Achaeans
X®vTol oy viuoi eilnv &g motpido yoiov. would leave to their own fatherland.”

Raaflaub (1993), 68

“At any rate, while Tyrtaios still speaks to the citizens about the polis, Solon speaks for
the polis, and in the law of Dreros as in an early sixth-century decree from Kyzikos the
polis speaks for itself: ‘The polis has thus decided!’ (had ewade poli) or ‘the polis gave
this’ (polis edoke). The seventh and early sixth centuries thus appear to be the decisive

period for the integration of the polis.”

Murray (1993), 41

“This change in status [for women] is probably related to the movement from an estate-
centred life to a city-centred one: the urbanization of Greek culture in most communities
saw the increasing exclusion of women from important activities such as athletics,
politics, drinking parties and intellectual discussion...”

Homeric Hymn to Demeter 1-3
Aﬁ“ntp’ ﬁi’j](ouov GSMVf]V Ocdv &pxou’ aeidety, I begin to sing of lovely-haired Demeter,
adThV 8¢ BVyaTpa Tavicevpov, fiv Aidwvedg reverend goddess, and her slender-

o i Se , s , ankled daughter, whom Hades seized;
fipnakev, ddkev 6¢ Papvrrumog evpvoma Zeve. deep-booming, far-seeing Zeus gave her.

Homeric Hymn to Demeter 77-81: Helios Speaking

“« 0VOE TIg BANOC “Not any of the immortals is to blame
except cloud-gathering Zeus, who gave
her to Hades, his own brother, to be
called his blooming bedmate; he, having

aitioc dBavatwv i U vepernyepéta Zeug,
O¢ v 0K’ Aot Bakepnv kekAficBon dkorty

o0 TOKOGLYVAT®L 6 8 01O COPOV NepdevTa seized her, led her under the misty
apndag inmowsv dyev peyda idyovsoav.” gloom as she cried out loudly.”

Homeric Hymn to Demeter 54-56: Hecate Speaking
“moTvio Anuntnp opnedpe dyladdwpe, “Lady Demeter, bringer of the season, of
tic Bedv odpaviov 1E BvTdv avopdromv splendid gifts, who of the heavenly gods

o , v , o ,.»» Ormortal men seized Persephone and
fprace [Mepoepovny kai cov eilov fkoye Bouov; grieved your dear heart?”

Select examples of apnalw (DeBloois [1997], 4)
Paris seizing Helen (ll. 3.44) Zeus seizing Ganymede (HAphr. 203)
Apollo seizing Alcyone (I1. 9.564) Hermes seizing “mortal” Aphrodite (HAphr. 121)
Pirates seizing Eumaios’s nurse (Od. 15.427) Deiphobus seizing Askalaphos’s armor (1. 13.528)
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8. Homeric Hymn to Demeter 103-104
olod & Tpo@oi gict OepioTonO MY Pactiiov [Demeter appeared] like the sort of

Taidmv kol Touion Kot Sdporta YAEVTOL women _who are nurses of the children of
K n law-giving kings and household

managers in bustling homes.

9. Homeric Hymn to Demeter 147-148: Callidice Speaking to Demeter
“noia, Osdv pev ddpa kol dyvouevoi mep avayknt  “Mama, things given from the gods, we

téThapev GvOpomor 81 yop mokd eéptepol iy, Mortals —even grieving — suffer out of
necessity; for they are far superior.”

10. Homeric Hymn to Demeter 216-217: Metaneira Speaking to Demeter
“OAAa Bedv pev d®dpa. kol dyvouevol tep avaykmu  “But things given from the gods, we

téthopey dvOpomor &m yap Quydv adyévi kelrar,”  Mortals —even grieving — suffer out of
necessity; for the yoke bears on our

neck.”

11. Homeric Hymn to Demeter 248-249: Metaneira Speaking to Demophoon
“réxvov Anpoedmv, Eetvn o mopl Evi TOAAML “My son Demophoon! The outsider
KpUTTEL, dUoi 82 YooV Ko khidea Avypd tidnoty.” hides you in large flames creating for me
mourning and grieving concerns.

12. Homeric Hymn to Demeter 411-416: Persephone Speaking to Demeter

“onrti’ £ydv avopous’ vmo xéppatog, owtap 0 AdOpnu  “Atonce | jumped for joy, but he
EuBolé pot potig kokKkov, HeMnds” é3wmdnv, secretly got a pomegranate seed in me,
Gixovoav 62 Bint ue Tpoonvaykacce macacHat. honey-sweet food; he compelled me,

being unwilling, by force to eat. How he
seized me by Zeus’s, my own father’s,
cunning plan and went carrying me
beneath the depths of the earth, I will
relate and go through as you ask.”

¢ 8¢ 1 avapra&ag Kpovidem mukiviy o1 uijty
dLETO TOTPOC ELLOT0 PEPOV VIO KeVBED Yaing,
£€epém, kai Tavta di&opan mg Epegivelg.”

13. Homeric Hymn to Demeter 429-433: Persephone Speaking to Demeter

“outap £ym dpemduny mepl xappott, yoio & Evepbev “I was picking happily, but the earth
xopnoey, Tt d’ Ekbop’ dvas kpatepdc ITolvdéyuwv, below gave way, and the mighty lord,
Bfi 8& pépwv VIO yoiav &v BpLaGT YPLCEIOIGLY Detainer-of-Many, leapt out. He went

LA T4

TOM.” dexalopévny, EBonca 6 dp’ OpHia emviiL.
TadTa TOL Ayvopévn TTEp aANBEn AVt dyopedm.”

carrying me, being greatly unwilling,
below the earth in his golden chariot,
and | cried aloud. Grieving, this is the
entire truth | am telling.”
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