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The Nomophylakes and the Plynteria Procession 

 

Philochorus FGrHist 328 F64b Lex. Cantabr. p.351, 10N:  

 
Nomofu\lakej: e3teroi/ ei0si tw=n qesmoqetw=n, w(j Filo/xoroj e0n th=i z. oi9 me\n ga\r 
a1rxontej a0ne/bainon ei0j  1Areion pa/gon e0stefanwme/noi, oi9 de\ nomofu/lakej stro/fia 
leuka\ e1xontej kai\ <e0n> tai=j qe/aij e0nanti/on <tw=n e0nne/a> a0rxo/ntwn e0kaqe/zonto, kai\ 
th\n pomph\n e1pempon th=i Palla/di. ta\j de\ a0rxa\j h0na/gkazon toi=j no/moij xrh=sqai, 
kai\ e0n th=i boulh=i meta\ tw=n proe\drwn e0ka/qhnto, kwlu/ontej ta\ a0su/mfora th=i po/lei 
pra/ttein. e9pta\ de\ h]san kai\ kate/sthsan, w(j Filo/xoroj, o3te  0Efia/lthj mo/na 
kate/lipe th=i e0c  0Arei/ou pa/gou boulh=i ta\ u9pe\r tou= sw/matoj. 
 

Nomophylakes: these are different from the thesmothetai, as Philochorus says in his seventh 

book. For the archons went to the Areopagus wearing garlands, while the nomophylakes 

having white headbands sat in the theater opposite the nine archons, and sent the procession 

for Pallas. They compelled the authorities to live under the laws, and in the Boule they sat 

with the proedroi (chairmen), preventing anything inexpedient for the polis from being 

accomplished. They were seven and they were instituted, according to Philochorus, when 

Ephialtes left only to the Areopagus council its jurisdiction over homicide cases. 

 

 

Pollux VIII.94 s.v. nomofu/lakej: 
 
e)stefanwntai me\n strofi/w| leukw|=, th\n de\ pomph\n pe/mpousi th|= qew=|, toi=j de\ 
proe/droij e0n e0kklhsi/aij sugkaqi/zousin, diakwlu/ontej e0pixeirotonei=n o3sa mh\ 
sumfe/rei. 
 

They were crowned with a white headband, and sent the procession for the goddess, and they 

sat in the assemblies with the proedroi, preventing the voting of anything detrimental. 

 

 

Photios Suda s.v. oi9 nomofu/lakej 
 
oi9 nomofu/lakej ti/nej: e1doce/ tisi tou\j au0tou\j ei]nai toi=j qesmoqe/taij. a0ll’ ou0k e1stin 
ou3twj. oi9 me\n ga\r qesmoqe\tei kata\ ta\ pa/tria e0stefanwme/noi e0pi\ to\n  1Areion pa/gon 
a0ne/bainon, oi9 de\ nomofu/lakej strofi/oij leukoi=j e0xrw=nto, kai\ e0n tai=j qe/aij e0pi\ 
qro/nwn e0ka/qhnto katantikru\ tw=n e0nne/a a0rxo/ntwn, kai\ th=i Palla/di th\n pomph\n 
e0ko/smoun, o3te komi/zoito to co/anon e0pi\ th\n qa/lassan. h0na/gkazon de\ kai\ ta\j a0rxa\j 
xrh=sqai toi=j no/moij, kai\ e0n tai=j e0kklhsi/aij e0ka/qhnto meta\ tw=n proe/drwn, 
kwlu/ontej yhfi/zein, ei1 ti para/nomon au0toi=j ei]nai do/ceien <h2> a0su/mforon th=i po/lei. 
 
Who are the nomophylakes? It seemed to some that they were the same as the thesmothetai. 

But it is not so. For the thesmothetai went up on the Areopagus crowned in the traditional 
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manner, while the nomophylakes wore white headbands, and sat in the theater upon seats 

directly opposite the nine archons, and they prepared the procession for Pallas, when her 

xoanon was taken to the sea. They compelled the authorities to use the laws, and in the 

assembly they sat with the proedroi, preventing voting, if they felt anything was 

unconstitutional (paranomon) or detrimental to the polis. 
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