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[1] After this, while there was a delay, some
lived from the market and others pillaging
from Paphlagonia. But the Paphlagonians
were very good at abducting stragglers, and
when it was night they kept trying to
maltreat those who were camped at a
distance. As a result, the army and the
Paphlagonians were extremely hostile
toward one another. [2] And Corylas, who
happened to be ruling Paphlagonia at that
time, sent to the Greeks envoys with horses
and beautiful apparel, who declared that
Corylas was prepared to do no wrong to the
Greeks and to suffer no personal wrong. [3]
The generals answered that they would take
counsel with the army about these things,
and welcomed them to a banquet as guests.
They also invited other men, whom they
deemed to have the greatest right. [4] And
after sacrificing the raided cattle along
with other sacrificial victims, they provided
satisfying good cheer, and ate laying down
on pallets and drank with cups of horn,
which they had come upon in that land. [5]
After they made libations and sang a paean,
some Thracians stood up first and danced in
armour in accompaniment to the flute,
leaping nimbly up high and using their
swords. In the end one hit the other, so as to
seem to all that he had smote the man. But
he fell with a certain technical skill. [6] The
Paphlagonians gave up a cry. And the one,
having stripped the arms from the other,
departed singing the Sitalcas, while other
Thracians carried out the latter as if a dead
man, but he had suffered no harm. [7] After
this some Aenianians and Magnesians rose,
who danced the karpaia, as it is called, in
armour. [8] The manner of the dance was
this: one man who has put aside his weapons
sows and drives his cattle, twisting about
frequently as though fearful, while a robber
approaches.
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And when the former catches sight of him,
he grabs his weapons and meets him and
fights for his yoked team. And those men
did these things in rhythm, in
accompaniment to the flute. In the end, the
robber bound the man and led away the
yoked team. But sometimes the cattle
master does this to the robber. Then he
yokes him along the cattle, his hands bound
behind him, and drives him off. [9] After
this a Mysian entered, holding a small shield
in each hand, and at one point he danced
while imitating as if two men were opposed,
then again he used his shields as if against
one, and then again he was whirling and
tumbling while holding the shields, so as to
manifestly possess a fine appearance. [10]
Finally he danced ‘the Persian’, clashing the
shields as he crouched down and leapt up
again. And he did all these things in rhythm,
in accompaniment with the flute. [11]
Coming up after him, the Mantineans and
some others of the Arcadians stood, fully
armed as finely as they were able, and they
went rhythmically in accompaniment to a
martial rhythm on the flute, and they
performed paeans and danced just as in
processions to the gods. And as they
watched the Paphlagonians were
indignant that all the dances were done
under arms. [12] At this the Mysian, seeing
that they were astounded, persuaded one of
the Arcadians who owned a dancing girl to
bring her in, after outfitting her as finely as
possible and giving her a light shield. And
she lightly danced a pyrrhic. [13] Thereupon
there was much applause, and the
Paphlagonians asked if women also fought
with them. And they said that these women
had routed the King from his camp. This
then was the end of that night. [14] The next
day, the Greeks brought the envoys before
the army. And it was decided among the
soldiers neither to wrong the Paphlagonians
nor suffer wrong.
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