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Carthago Indiarum obsesa (sic) sed non expugnata: New Punic Wars in The New World 
 

Poem’s verses  English Translation 
[Title of the Poem] 
Carthago Indiarum obsessa sed non expugnata  
(Anonymous, Madrid, 1742) 

 
‘Cartagena de Indias, assailed but not captured’ 
 

Excerpt 1: [verses 5-6] 
. . . Carthaginis aemula priscae.  
 quam nullo vinci tempore posse putes    
 

 
‘A replica and a rival of the old Carthage  
which you would think could never be conquered.’ 
 

Excerpt 2: [verses 7-8] 
Ipse licet veniat redivivus Scipio caesus   
aut cadet, aut turpi se dabit ille fugae.  
 

 
‘For if the dead Scipio should come revived,  
he would die again or shamefully take flight.’ 
 

Excerpt 3: [verse 29] 
consule cauta tibi . . . 
 

 
‘consider with yourself only prudent plans. . . ’ 
 

Excerpt 4: 
alter homo est homini lupus  
 
Compare with:  

a. ‘lupus est homo homini, non homo, quom qualis sit 
non novit’ (Plautus, Asinaria II, 495) 

b. ‘homo homini lupus’ / ‘Ἄνθρωπος ἀνθρώπου λύκος’ 
(Erasmus, Adagia I.I,70) 

 
‘one man is a wolf to another man.’ 
 

Excerpt 5: [Verses 43-44] 
non opus hoc magnum cum multis vincere paucos  
cum paucis multos hic labor, hoc opus est  
 
Compare with:  
‘hoc opus, hic labor est’ (Aen. VI 129) – The Cumean Sibyl’s 
words to Aeneas before he entered the underworld. 

 
‘it is not a great deed to conquer few with many,  
but it is a great toil, a great effort [to conquer] many 
with few.’ 
 

Excerpt 6: [Verse 52] 
Inque tuum recidet machina forte caput  
 

 
‘and these plans will return to you with harm on your 
stubborn head.’  

Excerpt 7: [Verse 44] 
hic labor, hoc opus est 
 

 
‘it is a great toil, a great effort [to conquer many with 
few].’ 
 

Excerpt 8: [Verse 47] 
Urbs Carthago ruit multos dominata per annos’.  
 
Compare with:  
‘Urbs antiqua ruit multos dominata per annos’ (Aen. II. 363). 
 

 
‘The city of Carthage that ruled for many years fell’ 
 
 
‘The old city [sc. Troy] that ruled for many years 
fell’ (Aen. II. 363). 
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Carthago Indiarum obsesa sed non expugnata 
[Verses celebrating the English defeat at 
Carthagena] 
 
Source: Google Books (Original from the British 
Library) 
https://books.google.com/books?id=gaNWAAA
AcAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_s
ummary_r&cad=0 - v=onepage&q&f=false 


