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Was Sokrates’ half-brother a
‘filthy rich’ tragic poet?

CAMWS - APRIL 6, 2017

Prosopographies

¢ J. Kirchner, Prosopographia Attica (1901, 1903)

e M.J. Osborne & S.G. Byrne, A Lexicon of Greek
Personal Names, vol. II Attica (1994)

¢ ].S. Traill, Persons of Ancient Athens, vol. 14 (1995)

Wealth 83-5

XP. w608¢ev olv, ppdoov,
auxpwv Badigeig; MA. ék MarpokAéoug Epxopal
0 oUK £éAouoaT’ £€ OTOoUTTEP £yéVETO.

CHREMYLUS. So tell me, how come you’re going
about in that filthy state?

WEALTH. I’'m coming out of Patrokles’ house, and he
never took a bath since the day he was born.

YV Wealth 84a «

¢ (o) ABnvaiog, TAoUO10G HEV o@6Spa, GAAwG 5E
KOAKOBIOG TIG KAi @IAOXPAHATOG KAl OKVIQPOG
kwpwdeital, RENpMatrBarb LutVs7Ald.

¢ “Athenian, made fun of as very wealthy but
otherwise an ill-living, avaricious, and mean

»”

man... .
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2V Wealth 84a B

o TOV MaTPOKAED KWUWBET WG Abnvaiov piv Kai
mwAoUOoI0V, KVITIOV &£ Kai PeIdwAOV- NV 8¢ Tpaywdiag
moINTAG, GAAWG &€ Kai KAKOBIOG Kai PIAOXPRHATOG.

¢ “He (Aristophanes) lampoons Patrocles as Athenian
and wealthy but mean and miserly; he was a tragic
poet, but otherwise ill-living and avaricious”.

2 Wealth 84a

* wg év Toig MeAapyoig €ipnTal Tepi TOUTOU, 6OTIG
gvekev Tiig @eidwAiag ouSéva gia Tpoacicaal,
@UAOKiG Eveka TWV XPNUATWY Kai yAioxpou Biou.
® “as has been stated about him in the Storks [i.e. in the
commentary on that play], as someone who because of
his miserliness wouldn’t allow anyone to visit him,
because of his hoarding of money and stingy way of
life.”

2V Wealth 84a B

o TOV MaTPOKAED KWUWBET WG Abnvaiov piv Kai
mwAoUOoI0V, KVITIOV &£ Kai PeIdwAOV- NV 8¢ Tpaywdiag
moINTAG, GAAWG &€ Kai KAKOBIOG Kai PIAOXPRHATOG.

¢ “He (Aristophanes) lampoons Patrocles as Athenian
and wealthy but mean and miserly; he was a tragic
poet, but otherwise ill-living and avaricious”.

57 PATROCLES ATHENIENSIS
58 PATROCLES THURIUS

o T 1: Aristophanes Wealth 82-4 + X ad loc.
¢ T 2: possible Lenaea victor, ca. 380, /G ii?2 2325G.20

¢ F 1: seven lines by a Patrokles, Stobaeus 4.47.3

¢ F 2: Clement of Alexandria Protr. 2.30.4: “Patrokles
the Thurian and Sophokles the younger both write
about the Dioscuri in certain of their plays”.
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IG ii? 2325G.20

e List of victorious tragic poets at the Lenaea
ca.380BC  [...... Ing

Hoffmann: Patrokl]es, Snell: Polychar]es

Millis & Olson 206: “Both names seem slightly too
long for the space available, and any restoration
amounts to little more than a guess”.

Patrokles - prosopography

¢ Kirchner (1903): PA 11692 - identifies the rich
miser as a tragic poet

e Osborne & Byrne, LGPN? (1994): (4)- appears to
accept Kirchner’s tragic poet as the rich miser

e Traill, PAA (2005): PAA 768605 - “poet tragic, man
of wealth, komoidoumenos”

Clouds 833-7

eUOTONE!

Kai pndév £irng Aadpov avdpag degioug

Kai voiv £xovTag, Qv UTro Tig @eidwAiog

amrekeipat' oUSeig TWTTOT' 0US' AALipaTo

oUd' €ig BaAaveiov AABE AOUGOHEVOG.
Hold your tongue and don’t say anything silly against
clever and intelligent men; because of their
stinginess not one of them has ever had a hair-cut or

anointed himself with oil or entered a bath-house to
wash.

Lakonomania

® Birds 1281-3: “Everybody used to be Spartan-mad, they wore their
hair long, they ate a meagre diet, they were filthy, they behaved
like Sokrates, they carried staffs.”

Lysistrata 271-80: “Not even Kleomenes, who captured this place
first, got away unscathed. Although he breathed a Spartan
spirit, he still surrendered his weapons to me and departed,
wearing a short coarse cloak, starving, filthy, unshaven, without
a bath for six years.”

Platon F 132: “You quite enjoy, I suspect, putting him in check and
knocking him down, that man with the lifelong beard, with hair
like rope, filthy knuckles, and a tunic that drags in the dirt”.
[cited as an example of comic caricatures of the Spartans]
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2 Wealth 84b

e gic v 8¢ 0UTOG TGV TOV AdKWVIKOV InAoUVTWY Biov

¢ “He [Patrokles] was one of those who emulated the
Spartan way of life”.

Patrokles

¢ (1) PAA 768600 - archon basileus in 403, involved in
financial litigation following the fall of the Thirty

(Isokrates 18.5-8);

¢ (2) PAA 768625 - son of Pasikles, tamias of Athena in

377/6 (IG ii* 1141);

¢ (3) PAA 768635 - of the tribe Aigeis, epistatés in 421/0

(IG i2 79.4);

* (4) PAA 768645 - of the deme Alopeke, athlothetés at
the Panathenaia in 406/5 (IG i3378.10);

¢ (5) PAA 768650 - son of Chairedemos, maternal half-
brother of Sokrates (Plat. Euthyd. 297e).

Nails’s Patrokles

¢ postulates a single prominent Patrokles in
the early 4" century:

¢ the komoidoumenos

¢ (1) the ex-archon

¢ (4) the athlothetes from Alopeke
¢ (5) Sokrates’ half-brother




3/20/17

Bibliography

e M. Chantry, Scholia in Aristophanem, III. 4a. Scholia vetera
in Plutum. (Groningen 1994)

¢ H. Hoffmann, Chronologie der attischen Tragédie (Diss.
Hamburg 1951)

e J. Kirchner, Prosopographia Attica (Berlin 1901, 1903)

e B.W. Millis & S.D. Olson, Inscriptional Records for the
Dramatic Festivals in Athens (Leiden 2012)

e D. Nails, The People of Plato. A Prosopography of Plato and
Other Socratics (Indianapolis 2002)

e M.J. Osborne & S.G. Byrne, A Lexicon of Greek Personal
Names, volume II Attica (Oxford 1994)

o M. Pellegrino, Aristofane Frammenti (Lecce 2015)
o B.B. Rogers, The Plutus of Aristophanes (London 1907)

e B. Snell, Tragicorum Graecorum Fragmenta (TrGF), I.
Second edition revised by R. Kannicht (Gottingen 1986)

¢ A.H. Sommerstein, The Comedies of Aristophanes, vol, 11
Wealth (Warminster 2001)

e ].S. Traill, Persons of Ancient Athens, vol. 14 (Toronto
2005)

e J. van Leeuwen, Aristophanis Plutus (Leiden 1904)

e P.A. Ward, A Commentary on Aristophanes’ Plutus
(introduction and notes on lines 1-321) (PhD diss.
Cambridge 1974)




