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The Student/Teacher Motif in Sophocles’ Oedipus at Colonus

obokw | ékd1ddokw | Combined
ocC 9 1 10
oT 5 2 7
Trach. 4 3 7
Ant. 4 1 5
Aj. 1 0 1
El 1 2 3
Phil. 1 2 3

3. O: otépyewv yap ai mabar pe o xpovos Euvov
LaKpOG O18A6KEL Kol TO YEVVOIOV TpiTov.
(0C 7-8)

4. O: gyeic 010aEar oM P Omor kabéoTapey;
(0C 23)

5. Ch: 000 viv KaBapuov Tdvoe Sapovav, €9 GG
10 TPATOV TKOL Kol KATEGTEWYAG TEGOV.

O: tpomotst moiolg; & Eévol, iddokeTe.

(OC 466-68)

6. Th: 6o 'neprecBar, Svopop’ OidMmovg, tiva
TOAEMG EMEGTNG TPOGTPOTTV EUOD T EY@V,
a0TOG TE YN 01 SVGUOPOC TAPAUCTATIS.

otdoaoke: (OC 557-60)

7.0: ... €oti pot 1O Aomop 0VOEV GAAO TANV
etmelv o ypNnlo, xo Adyog drolyetat.

Th: todT’ aT0 VOV 8idacy’, OTmg dv EKPabm.
(OC 573-75)

8. O: dtav padng pov, vovbétet, Taviv &’ Ea.

Th: didaoK’. dvev yvoung yap ob pe xpn yéyew.
(OC 594-95)

9. Th: tod pdhot’ 6xvog 6™ Exet,

O: fi€ovowv dvdpec— Th: aALd T0160° EoTO PEAOV.
O: 6pa pe Aeimov— Th: pr| oidaoy’ o xpn pe Opav.

(OC 652-54)

2.
noévm | povBdve | movBdvouort

ocC 2 14 6
or 0 18 6
Trach. 1 14 9
Ant. 0 8 0
Aj. 1 12 3
El 0 9 3
Phil. 1 14 0

3. Oedipus: My sufferings, and the time that has
long been my companion, and thirdly my nobility
teach me to be content.”

4. Oedipus: Can you teach me where it is we are?

5. Chorus: Perform now a purification for these
deities, to whom you first came and whose
ground you have trodden.

Oedipus: In what fashion, strangers? Teach me.

6. Theseus: 1 wish to ask you, ill-fated Oedipus,
what request of the city and of me you have come
to make, you and your unfortunate companion.
Teach me.

7. Oedipus: There is nothing left for me but to say
what I desire, and the words are at an end.
Theseus: Teach me that very thing, so that I can
learn it all.

8. Oedipus: When I have told you all, reprove me,
but now refrain.

Theseus: Teach me, for [ ought not to rebuke you
without having judged the matter.

9. Theseus: What are you most afraid of?
Oedipus: Men will come . . .

Theseus: But these men [the Chorus] will attend
to them.

Oedipus: Take care that when you leave me . . .
Theseus: Do not teach me what I ought to do.

*All translations of the OC are taken from Lloyd-Jones 1998 with minor modifications.



10.0: énei didaov, &l 11 Oécpatov Tatpi 10. Oedipus: Teach me: if a prophecy came to my

xpNnopoicy ikveld’ dote pog maidwv Oavelv, father from an oracle that he should die at his
TAG v dikaimg TodT’ oveldilolg époi, children’s hands, how could you justly make that
0g oVte PAaoTag T YeveDAiovg Tatpdc, a reproach to me, whom no father had begotten,
00 UNTPOC £lyov, GAL’ dyévvnrog TOT’ 1; no mother conceived, but who was still unborn?
(0C 969-73)

11. Th: Adyog &’ O¢ éunéntmkey aptimg EHol 11. Theseus: But contribute your opinion
otelyovti 0eDpo, cuUParod yvounyv, Emel regarding a request that has lately come to my
OUIKPOG eV elmelv, GEog 0¢ Bavpdoat. ears on my way here, a thing one can relate
TPayog &’ Atilev 0VdEV AVOpOTOV YpEDV. briefly, but one that occasions surprise; a human
O: 11 8’ o1, TékvoV Alyémg; didaokE e, being should take no matter lightly.

®G ) 166" adTOV UNdEV AV o TuvOavn. Oedipus: What is it, son of Aegeus? Teach it to
(0OC 1150-54) me, since | know nothing of what you ask about.
12. Th: yd T ¢p1| OEIV AéYE. 12. Theseus: Tell me what I must do.

O: &ym dWagm, tékvov Aiyémg & oot Oedipus: 1 will teach you, son of Aegeus, what
YMPO®G dAvTa ThoE KeloeTon TOAEL. things are laid up for your city, invulnerable to
(0C 1517-19) passing time.

13.0: 10 pév 101007’ ovv £i86T EKSIBGCKOpEY. 13. Oedipus: These things that I am thoroughly
(0C 1539) teaching you, you know already.

14. Méym v 1€ macav oAy thGg EALGSog 14. I say that the whole city is an education for
noidevotv eivar (Thue. 2.41.1) Greece.

Select Bibliography

Bernard, W. (2001) Das Ende des Oedipus bei Sophokles: Untersuchung zur Interpretation des
Oedipus auf Kolonos. Munich.

Burian, P. (1974) “Suppliant and Saviour: Oedipus at Colonus” Phoenix 28 (4): 408-29.

Calame, C. (1998) “Mort héroique et culte a mystére dans I’ Oedipe a Colone de Sophocle: Actes rituels
au service de la creation mythique” in Ansichten griechischer Rituale: Geburtstags-Symposium fiir
Walter Burkert. ed. F. Graf. Stuttgart and Leipzig. 326-56.

Gregory, J. (2012) “Sophocles and Education” in Brill’s Companion to Sophocles. ed. A.
Markantonatos. Leiden: 515-35.

Grethlein, J. (2003) Asyl und Athen: Die Konstruktion kollecktiver ldentitdt in der griechischen
Tragodie. Stuttgart.

Lloyd-Jones, H. (1998) Sophocles: Antigone, The Women of Trachis, Philoctetes, Oedipus at Colonus.
Cambridge, MA.

Markantonatos (2007) Oedipus at Colonus: Sophocles, Athens, and the World. New Y ork.

----- (2002) Tragic Narrative: A Narratological Study of Sophocles’ Oedipus at Colonus. New York.

Mills, S. (1997) Theseus, Tragedy, and the Athenian Empire. Oxford.

Naiden, F. (2006) Ancient Supplication. Oxford.

Tzanetou, A. (2012) City of Suppliants: Tragedy and the Athenian Empire. Austin.

Vidal-Naquet, P. (1988) “Oedipus Between Two Cities: An Essay on Oedipus at Colonus” in Myth and
Tragedy in Ancient Greece. eds. J.-P. Vernant and P. Vidal-Naquet. New York: 329-59.

Walker, H. J. (1995) Theseus and Athens. New Y ork/Oxford.

Wilson, J. (1997) The Hero and the City.: An Interpretation of Sophocles’ Oedipus at Colonus. Ann
Arbor.

*All translations of the OC are taken from Lloyd-Jones 1998 with minor modifications.



