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(all translations Kovacs 1995, with adjustments)

HIPPOLYTUS. For you, lady, I bring this plaited
garland I have made, gathered from a virgin meadow, a
place where the shepherd does not dare to pasture his
flocks, where the iron scythe has never come: no,
virgin it is, and the bee makes its way through it in the
springtime. Reverence tends it with streams of river
water, for those to pluck who owe nothing to teaching
but in whose very nature chastity in all things alike has
won its place: the base may not gather. So, dear lady,
take this coronal for your golden hair from a
worshipful hand. I alone of mortals have this privilege:
I spend my days with you and speak with you, | hear
your voice but never see your face. May I end life’s
race even as | began it!

ARTEMIS. To you, unhappy man, I shall grant, in
recompense for these sorrows, supreme honors in the
land of Trozen. Unmarried girls before their marriage
will cut their hair for you, and over the length of ages
you will harvest the deep mourning of their tears. The
practiced skill of poetry sung by maidens will for ever
make you its theme, and Phaedra’s love for you shall
not fall nameless and unsung.

APHRODITE. Before she came to this land of
Trozen, she built, next to the rock of Pallas, a
temple to Cypris overlooking this land since
she loved a foreign love. After ages shall
name the goddess’ shrine for Hippolytus.




PHAEDRA. My friends, it is this very purpose that is

bringing about my death, that | may not be convicted of
bringing shame to my husband or to the children I gave
birth to but rather that they may live in glorious Athens
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as free men, free of speech and flourishing, enjoying
good repute where their mother is concerned.

CHORUS. Or is it your husband, the nobly
born king of Erechtheus’ folk? Does some
other woman rule his passion, someone in the
palace, making secret love to him apart from
your bed?

CHORUS. For | say that the house of my king
has perished, ah me, is no more.

MESSENGER. Women, where must | go to
find Theseus, this land’s king?

THESEUS. No more shall I hold this ruinous
bane, hard to utter though it is, within the gates
of my mouth! City of Troezen! Hear me!

THESEUS. Go forth from this land at once into
exile, and come no more either to god-built Athens
or to the borders of any land ruled by my spear!

HIPPOLYTUS. Dearest of gods to me, daughter of
Leto, you | have sat with, you I have hunted with, |
shall leave glorious Athens as an exile. Now
farewell, city and land of Erechtheus! O land of
Trozen, how many are the blessings you have for a

young man!

MESSENGER. Theseus, | bring you news that will
cause solicitude to you and all the citizens who dwell

in Athens and in the land of Trozen.
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THESEUS. What is it? Has some recent
disaster befallen the two neighboring
cities?

THESEUS. Glorious territory of
Erechtheus and Pallas, what a man you
will be bereft of!

THESEUS. But Theseus left the land of Cecrops,
fleeing the blood guilt he incurred for the murder of
the Pallantidae, and sailed with his wife to this land,
consenting to a year-long exile from his home.

APHRODITE. ...since she loved a foreign love...

APHRODITE. Theseus’ son Hippolytus, offspring
of the Amazon woman and ward of holy Pittheus,
alone among the citizens of this land of Trozen,
says that | am the worst of deities.

PHAEDRA. Women of Trozen, dwellers in this
outermost forecourt to the land of Pelops, | have
pondered before now in other circumstances in the
night’s long watches how it is that the lives of
mortals have been ruined.
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