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Herodotean Reception in the Argonautica of Apollonius Rhodius

1. Argo. 2. 1015-1029"
They have strange laws and customs. Everything that is right for us to do openly, either in public or in the
market place, they carry out at home. Everything we perform indoors, they do outdoors, without censure,
in the middle of the streets. There is no public shame in lovemaking, but like pigs that feed in herds, they
are not in the slightest abashed with others present and have promiscuous intercourse with women right
on the ground. But the king sits in the highest tower and renders straight judgments to the multitude, the
poor man, for if he happens to make some mistake in his adjudication, they keep him locked up without
food for that day.
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2. Ana. 5.4.32-34

These Mossynoecians wanted also to have intercourse openly with the women who accompanied the
Greeks, for that was their own fashion. And all of them were white, the men and the women alike. They
were said by the Greeks who served on the expedition as the most uncivilized people whose country
they traversed, the furthest removed from Greek customs. For they habitually did in public the things
that other people would do only in private, and when they were alone they would behave just as if they
were in the company of others, talking to themselves, laughing at themselves, and dancing in whatever
spot they chanced to be, as though they were giving an exhibition to others.
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3. Hdt. 2.35.2-3°

As the Egyptians have a climate peculiar to themselves, and their river is different in its nature from all
other rivers, so have they made all their customs and laws of a kind contrary for the most part to those of
all other men. Among them, the women buy and sell, the men abide at home and weave; and whereas in
weaving all others push the woof upwards, the Egyptians push it downwards. Men carry burdens on their
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heads, women on their shoulders. Women make water standing, men sitting. They relieve nature indoors,
and eat out of doors in the streets, giving the reason, that things unseemly but necessary should be done in
secret, things not unseemly should be done openly.
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4. Hdt. 2.91.1

The Egyptians shun the use of Greek customs, and (to speak generally) the customs of any other men
whatever.
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5. Hdt. 4.180.4

With what armour they equipped their maidens before Greeks came to dwell near them, I cannot say;
but I suppose the armour to have been Egyptian; for [ hold that the Greeks got their shield and helmet
from Egypt.
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6. Hdt. 4.189.3
The Greeks also learned from the Libyans the yoking together of four horses.
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7. Argonautica 4.267 — 281
In the days when Egypt, the mother of men of long ago, was called grain-rich Eérie and the wide-
flowing river was called Triton, by which all of Eérie is watered, for Zeus’ rain never wets it, but
thanks to its streams the fields bear bountiful crops. From here, they say, a man traveled all around
Europe and Asia, relying on the strength, might, and courage of his soldiers. He founded countless
cities on his way, some of which are perhaps still inhabited, others not, for a great stretch of time has
since passed. Aea, at least, has continued to exist to this day, along with the descendants of those men
whom that king settled to dwell in Aea. They, in fact, preserve their forefathers’ writings, pillars on
which are found all the routes and boundaries of the sea and land for those who travel around them.
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8. Hdt. 2.102.1-3

Passing over these, therefore, I will now speak of the king who came after them, Sesostris. This king,
said the priests, set out with a fleet of long ships from the Arabian Gulf and subdued all the dwellers by
the Red Sea, till as he sailed on he came to a sea which was too shallow for his vessels. After returning
thence back to Egypt, he gathered a great army (according to the story of the priests) and marched over
the mainland, subduing every nation to which he came.

[apopenydpevog ®v ToHtong Tod &l ToVToIot Yevouévov Bactiéoc, Td obvopa v ZEcmeTplc, ToVTOL
LVAUNV Tocopot TOV ELEYOV o ipéeg TpdTOV PEV TAOTO1GT poKpoict Oppnbévia €k Tod Apafiov
KOATOL TOVG Topa TNV Epvbpnv Odhaccay katoiknuévoug Kotastpépeodal, £ 0 TAEOVTA LV TPOC®
amkéctat £ Oahacsov 0VKETL TAMTIY VIO Ppayémv. EvOedtev € MG OTicw AmikeTo £¢ ATyvaTov, KOTd
TOV IPEOV TNV QATLV, TOAATV oTpotv TOV . .1 Aapav fravve did i Nreipov, Ty £0vog 10 Eunodmv
KOTOGTPEPOLEVOG.

9. Hdt. 2.104.1-2

For it is plain to see that the Colchians are Egyptians; and this that [ say [ myself noted before I heard it
from others. When I began to think on this matter, I inquired of both peoples; and the Colchians
remembered the Egyptians better than the Egyptians remembered the Colchians; the Egyptians said that
they held the Colchians to be part of Sesostris’ army. I myself guessed it to be so, partly because they are
dark-skinned and woolly-haired; though that indeed goes for nothing, seeing that other peoples, too, are
such; but my better proof was that the Colchians and Egyptians and Ethiopians are the only nations that
have from the first practised circumcision.
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10. Hdt. 2.47.1

Swine are held by the Egyptians to be unclean beasts. Firstly, if an Egyptian touch a hog in passing by,
he goes to the river and dips himself in it, clothed as he is and secondly, swineherds, native born
Egyptians though they be, are alone of all men forbidden to enter any Egyptian temple; nor will any give
a swineherd his daughter in marriage, nor take a wife from their women; but swineherds intermarry
among themselves.
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