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War and Peace in Themistius’ Oration 10

All the passages are from Orat. 10 and all the translations from Heather-Matthews 1991, 36-50.

A) War and peace complement each other
1) 131 a: morépov yap adiov eiprvn

2) 131 b-¢: Koi todto odv &ye IMAdtovog
Bovpalo kol €t paidov, dtav owdokn 6Tl
TOAEHOL kol gipvng  oméppoata v
EKGoTN Yoyl TPOTOV €0TL...TL KOl &V EKAOT®
BapBapov  @bAov, Alov  ovBddeg  koi
dvomelfég, Tov Bupov A&ym kol TOG ATANGTOVG
gmbopiag, avikadnuevo yévn 1@ AOYIoU,
kaBdanep Popaiorg Txvbo kai ['eppavol

3) 138 b: Kai viv mopotétotor pev 1 eipnivn
oww  mhvtov  oxedov  tdv  pebopiov,
mopatétatol O€ 1 TOD TOAEUOV TOPUGKELT.
0ide yop Pacihedc o¢ Ekeivol péloTa
gipnpvnevovow (ailnbsvoverv) 6cor pPaMoTd
€161 TPOG TOV TOAEUOV NOTPETIGUEVOL:

B) Fortifications along the Danubian limes

4) 136 a and c: 1OV @povpiov TA pEV
@KOdOUNoEY €K KOWNG, TO 08 OGVESTNOE
KOTATETPIUPEVE, TOIG Of mpooédnke 10
gvdéov, Vyovg pEv 7 yOapoddtepov MV,
ToXoVG 0 OTOV TOVTOL TPOGEDEL, VOATOG O
doboviov, 1M tavtn mpotepov  Eméleto,
TPOPAOV O ONcavpovg amavToyod Kol AUEVOG
g Yervidong BoAdoonc, Kol oTpaTidTog K
KOTOAOYOV, KOl (PPOLPOVG TOV AplOpov oV
yevdopévoug, kol  Omha kol BN kol
unyoviuato,  Gmovioa  €ig 10 Eoyatov
&nracpéva ... [e] dvobev péypt Bardrting
d0kaig av Telyoc adapdvivov EniacHor
TOLOVT® KOTOTETVKVOTOL YOPOKDUOTL
@povpimv, OTAOV, GTPATIOTOV

5) 138 b: yéuer 0¢ 1 pev dyOn epovpimv, Td
0& Qpovpl GTPOTIOTAOV, Ol OTPUTIATOL OF
Omlov, Ta 0¢ Omlo kéAlovg Auo Kol
acQaleiog.

131 a: “The prize of war is peace”

131 b-c: “I have yet greater admiration for
Plato for this, when he teaches us that the
seeds of war and peace exist first within each
and every soul [Laws 628 E] ... there is in
each of us a barbarian tribe, extremely
overbearing and intractable, I mean the
temper and the insatiate desires, which stand
opposed to the rational elements as the
Scythians and the Germans”

138 b: “Now peace is extended over virtually
the whole border area, so is the readiness to
war. For the king knows that they who bring
peace (or speak truth) they who are the best
prepared for war” (Vegetius 3 praefatio: “qui
desiderat pacem, praeparet bellum”)

136 a and c: “(The Emperor) built some
completely new border forts, restored others
that had fallen in disrepair and furnished
others with what they required —height where
this was too low, thickness where this was
needed, an abundant water supply where
before this was sorely lacking, hoards of
provisions everywhere and ports on the
neighboring coastline, soldiers from the lists
and garrisons whose number were not
fraudulent, weapons and missiles and war
engines- everything was calculated down to
the last detail.....[c] From the hinterland to
the coast you would think that a wall of
adamant had been marked out, with such a
defensive bulwark of forts, arms and soldiers
has it been consolidated”

138 b: “The river bank bears its burden of
forts, the forts their burden of soldiers, the
soldiers their weapons, the weapons their
splendor and protection”
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C) Discipline in the army

6) 138 c: kai Tpuen pev E&eAniatal TOV
KOTOAOY®V, TEPLOLGIO, OF AVIEICTKTOL TAOV
avaykaiov, O fjv ol @povpodvieg 0VK
avaykalovtor avti tdv PopPdpov molepelv
T0lg VINKOOLG, KAaKeiveV pEV améyecbot dia
4G omovddc, ¢@épewv 0& kol dysw  TOVG
yeopyodvtog O v &vdelav,  GAA]
GvtéoTpomTal ovK 010’ 8T™G TOIC GTPOTIHTAIG
mpog TV elmbvioy 1aEv 0 @OPog kol 1
OpachTNe. kata@povodol UEV  Yap  TOV
BapBapwv, drepdedoikact OE TOLG YEMPYOVG.
Kol TO mop’ EKEivov  HEUYLY  DTOUEIVOL
eoPepmdTepov  adTOIC 1| pvpLadeg XkvO®dV
gmovoal. oVTe kol EEmbev kai Evdobev MUdC
EPNVN KOTEYEL, TOLG TOAEUIOVG HEV O TMV
OmAov @O6BoC, TOVC OTPUTIOTOC O0& O TMV
vOU®V.
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