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Performing Masculinity in Plutarch’s Life of Pyrrhus

1. Pyrr. 8.1

Kol yap 6Yv Govto Kal tayog €otkéval Katl Kivnua
Tol¢ AAe€avdpou, kal thig dopdc ékeivou kal Biag
Tapa ToU¢ ay@vag v ToUTw OKLAG Tvog opdobal
Kol ppApata, Tov pev aAwv Bac\éwv év
nopdUpaLs kat Sopudopolg kail kAioetl Tpayniou
Kol T® petlov SlaréyeoBat, povou &€ Muppou Tolg
Om\oLg Kal talc xepolv EMSEIKVUEVOU TOV
AAEEavEpOV.

2. Aristotle, Politics 1269b

KoitoL Tt StadEpel yuvaikag Apxew i ToUg
Gpyxovtag UTO TWV Yuvalkv Gpxecbal;

3. The Spartan situation according to Plutarch

Leotychidas

Chilonis s Cleonymus (would-be king)

Spartan
“Royal Family”

For they thought that [Pyrrhus’] appearance and
speed and movement were like those of
Alexander, and that some shades and likenesses of
[Alexander’s] fury and force in battle could be seen
in him. Whereas the other kings resembled
Alexander in their purple cloaks and their
bodyguards and the tilt of their neck and their
grandiose way of talking, only Pyrrhus resembled
him in arms and action.

But how is it different for women to rule than for
the rulers to be ruled by the women?

Areus (king)

Acrotatus

Good sons (hopefully)

4. Pyrr. 26.8

1 6€ AkpoTATw T "Apew EMUAVELOA, LELPOKIW
KB’ wpav akpalovty, AutTtnpov €pHOVTL TR
KAewvOpw Kat Gdofov 6ol mopeiye TovV yapov:
oU8Eva yap EAAvOave Inaptiat®v
KatadppovoU LeVoG UTIO THG YUVALKOG.

Being madly in love with Acrotatus the son of
Areus, a young man at the peak of his youth, she
made marriage painful for Cleonymus, who loved
her, and at the same time shameful, for it escaped
none of the Spartiates that he was held in
contempt by his wife.
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5. Pyrr. 28.2

...KaTId WV OV Kivéuvov 0 veaviog Akpotatog Kol
TRV OALV SLadpapwV HeTA TpLoKooiwy mepLijABe
TOV MtoAspaiov, o0 cuvopwievog U awTol SLd
Twog ouykAwiag, Ewg mpoogPfale Tolg €oxatolg Kal
petaBalovtag Avaykaoe paxeoBat mpog €aUToy,
wBoupévoug U ANAAAWV £i¢ Te TV Tadpov Kal
nept Tl apdfarg mintovrag, dxpt o0 dovw oA
MOALC AvekOmnoav.

6. Pyrr. 28.3

£0e®vto 6¢ ol te mpeoPUTEPOL KAL TV YUVALKDV
TO MARBog dplotevovta TOV Akpotatov. £mel &€
amnet maAty S1a thi¢ MoOAswg mit TtV avtol Takly,
alpatog katamhews Kal yalpog, OO THg vikng
£nnpuEVOC, Kal pellwv €6ofe yeyovéval Kal

koA iwv Talc Aakaivalg, kal tnv Xthovida tol
£pwToG £NAouv. TV O& MPECPBUTEPWV TIVEG
gnnkoAoUBoUV BoGVTEC: “Oixe, AKPOTOTE, Kal Olde
tav XAwvida: povov naidag dyabolc td Smapta
molel.”

7. Pyrr. 30.5

Kol mp@tog eioehdcog évenipmiato ¢povou TV
Nakedatpoviwy, Gel Pév TIC Apayog Kal Sevog év
TO1¢ OmAoLg dpatvopevog, Tote 8¢ UmepPAAAwvY
TOAUN Kol Bla Toug mpotépouc aydvac.

8. Pyrr. 31.1

0 6€ MUppog Womep EVAYLOUOV TVa TG TtaLdl
teAéoag kal Adapumpov Emtadlov Aywvioapevog,
Kal ToAU Tfig AUTING €V T® TPOC TOUC MOAEMioUC
adelg Bup®, mpofjyev Eni 16 Apyog.
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Spotting the danger the young man Acrotatus,
running even through the city, came around
behind Ptolemy without being seen by him on
account of some hills. He then attacked the rear
and compelled them to turn and fight him. They
were being pushed by one another into the ditch
and falling around the carts, until with difficulty
and much slaughter they were driven back.

The elders and the multitude of women saw
Acrotatus performing an aristeia. And when he
came back through the city to his station, full of
blood and jubilant, buoyed by his victory, he even
seemed to the Spartan women to have grown
larger and more beautiful, and they envied
Chilonis her love. And some of the elders followed
after him shouting, “Go, Acrotatus, and have sex
with Chilonis. Just make good sons for Sparta.”

And leading the charge he took his fill of Spartan
slaughter, a man who had always appeared
invincible and terrible in battle, but at that time
surpassed his earlier contests in daring and
violence.

And Pyrrhus, after accomplishing something like a
sacrifice to the dead and celebrating a brilliant
funeral contest for his son by dispatching much of
his grief in anger upon his enemies, led off to
Argos.
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