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The Poem as Offering in Gregory of Nazianzus' Poetry

1. Carm. 11.1.34.77-8, 83

MéAno o' Dyédovta Oedv péyav, N0E PAEVIG
€1g &v ayelpopévne Adpyty uijg Tpradog

... Kol Xp1otod mafémv khéog debitov.

2. 1 Samuel (1 Kings LXX) 15:22

€l BeAntov 1@ Kupip dlokovtdpoto Koi
Ovoiag a¢ to dkodoa emviig Kupiov; idon
dicon) vVeEp Buoiav dyadnv kol 1| ETakpoucts
VIEP OTEAP KPLADV.

3. Psalm 51:16-17 (50:18-19 LXX)

... 0T el NO€Ancoc Bvsiav, Edmka Gv:
OAOKOVTAOUATO OVK EDOOKNGELS.

Bvoio 1@ Bed Tvedpo cuvTeETpUPEVOVY,
Kopdioy CUVTETPIUUEVIV KO TETATEVOUEVV
0 0g0¢ 00K £Eovbevioet.

4. Carm. 11.1.1.414-17, 419

Alocopa, €1 Tote 01 o€ TP KOl TOHTVIOL UTNP
dAKPLGL Kol GTOVaYToL Kol e0Y®AT oL ETioav

1] TVA TO1 KTEAV®V TLTONV Ao poipav Evelpay

1 Buoiong kKabapfot kai evayéecot yépnpay,

... TOV pvijoat . . .

5. Carm. 1.1.30.36-39, 42
[Tartep, Thewg yevod pot.
Al Tavtog Oepomedey

To oéBacpa todto, d6g pot.
Ta & apapmuota piyov

“Tva 00&acm 10 Oelov.

! Translations are my own unless otherwise noted.
2 NETS (Pietersma & Wright 2009).

I sing the great God who rules on high and the
splendor of my shining Trinity gathered into
one . .. and the undying glory of Christ’s
sufferings.?

Are burnt offerings and sacrifices as wanted to
the Lord as hearkening to the voice of the
Lord? Behold, hearing is better than sacrifice
and listening than the fat of rams.?

Because if you had wanted sacrifice, | would
have given it; with whole burnt offerings you
will not be pleased; sacrifice to God is a broken
spirit; a broken and humbled heart God will not
despise.®

| beseech you, if ever my father and reverend
mother made repayment with tears and groans
and prayers, or allotted to you something of
their possessions from their small portion, or
honored you with pure and undefiled sacrifices
... remember them.

Father, be propitious to me.
Grant that | may forever
Offer you this act of worship.
Cast away my sins

;I'.h.at I may praise the divine.

3 NETS (Pietersma & Wright 2009).
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