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I. Apion as Egyptian

1. Josephus
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(Joseph. Ap. 2.28-9, 31-2 = BNJ 616 T 4a).

And why should we be amazed if Apion lies about our ancestors, claiming that they were
Egyptian in birth? He lied about himself in the opposite way! Born in the Oasis in Egypt,
and, so to speak, in the first rank of all Egyptians, he forswore his true homeland and people
and falsely claimed to be from Alexandria, despising his own people . . . With respect to us,
Egyptians do one of two things: either they boast to be our kin, or else they drag us down by
association with their own ill-repute. But the noble Apion seems to want to present his
slander of us (Jews) to the Alexandrians as a kind of payment for the citizenship they gave
him. Knowing their hatred of the Jews who live among them in Alexandria, he proceeds to
insult them, and to include all the others, lying shamelessly. (tr. Keyser, adapted)'

2. Pliny (the elder)

...scarabaeum, qui pilas uoluil. propter hunc Aegypti magna pars scarabaeos inter numina colit, curiosa

Apronus interpretatione, qua colligat solis operum simalitudinem huic animali esse, ad excusandos gentis suae
ritus. (Plin. HN. 30.99 = I 19).

... scarab-beetle that rolls pellets (of dung). Because of this (insect), most of Egypt worships
scarab-beetles among the divinities, in the careful interpretation of Apion, by which he
gathers that there’s a similarity between the labors of the sun and this animal, to excuse the
rites of his own people. (adapted)

3. Clement of Alexandria
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kata lovdalwv ovvragacfar BufAiov. (Clement of Alexandria Misc. 1.103.3 =T 11a)

! Translations are from Keyser 2015. T have noted where I have modified his translation.
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Apion the grammarian, nicknamed ‘Victorious’, in the fourth book of his Egyptian
Histories—indeed, inimical to the Hebrews, since he was Egyptian by birth, so that he
composed a book against the Jews. (adapted)

II. Apion as Greek

1. Julius Africanus

a) ol Te €& ‘EXav, Tlodépwv ¢nut kat Amiov, Iocedwvios kat ‘Hpodoros (Chron. 70 = T
3b)

And those (writers) from among the Greeks, Polemon, I mean, and Apion, Poseidonios,
and Herodotus

b) Amiwv 8¢ o [looeldwviov (Praep. Eveng. 10.10.16 = T 3a)

2. Seneca (the younger)

Apion grammaticus, qui sub C. Caesare tota circulatus est Graecia et in nomen Homeri ab omnibus
cuatatibus adoptatus, aiebat. .. (Ep. 88.40 =T 5a)

Apion the grammarian, who in the reign of Gaius Caesar (Caligula) traveled throughout
Greece, and was adopted in the name of Homer by all the towns, used to say...

For Apion as grammaticus, cf.: Apion quidem grammaticus (Plin. HN praef. 25 =T 13). Apion is also called a
grammaticus at 'T 16¢ and FF 3, 15, 28.

3. Aulus Gellius

a) Amiwv, Graecus homo, qui T\ewaroveikns appellatus est, facili atque alacri facundia fuit. (Gell. NA
7.8.1 =T 2¢)

Apion, a Greek man, who was named ‘Quarrelsome,’ had a ready, swift way of speech.

b)  Apion, qui Plistonices appellatus est, litteris homo multis praeditus rerumque Graecarum plurima atque
uaria scientia_fuit. ewus libri non incelebres feruntur, quibus omnium_ferme quae murifica in Aegypto
wisuntur audwnturque historia comprehenditur. sed in his quae uel audisse uel legisse sese dicit, fortassean
witio studioque ostentations sit loquacior — est enim sane quam in praedicandis doctrinis sui uenditator —,

hoc autem quod in libro Aegyptiacorum quinto scripsit, neque audisse neque legisse, sed tpsum sese in urbe
Roma widisse oculis suis confirmat. .. (Gell. NA 5.14.1-4 =T 10a)

Apion, nicknamed ‘Quarrelsome’, was a man well-versed in literature and in the many
varied matters of Greek science. His books were famous, and in them is included almost
all the marvels that are seen and heard in Egypt. But in his accounts which he says he
heard or read himself he might be too loquacious due to a wicked zeal for display—he is
a great seller of himself. But this incident, which he wrote in book five of his Egyptian
Maitters, he says he neither heard nor read, but saw it in Rome himself with his own
eyes...

4. Apion the Homerist

a) Apwn ... aiebat Homerum utraque materia consummata, et Odyssia et lliade, principium adiecisse opert
suo, quo bellum Troianum complexus est. huius rei argumentum adferebat, quod duas litteras in primo
uersu posuisset ex imdustria librorum suorum numerum continentes. (Sen. Fp. 88.40 = I 34)
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Apion used to say that when Homer had completed both plots, the Odyssey and the
Iliad, he added a beginning to his work in which he dealt with the Trojan War. He
offered as evidence of this that Homer deliberately placed two letters in the first line
indicating the number of his own books.

b) “gos év "Oprvyin xpvadhpovos Aprepts dyvry (Od. 5.123)” Amiwv 10 “Gyvy)” mepiomas kata
Sotikny, akobwv ev 'Opruyin ayvi. (Schol. HPQ, 5, 123 = F 41)
‘until in Ortygia golden-throned holy Artemis’ (Od. 5.123): Apion spells ayvy with a

circumflex, in the dative, understanding ‘in holy Ortygia’.

’ L/ ’ \ w?® LRI ’ \ ’ ” < ’ \
c) yelotws o Amiwy Tovs “LmrmokopuoTas” amedwke Tovs kopubas exovtas trmetats Gpiél
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KEKOOGUTLEVAS. €L O€ TApa TV KOPLY GUVEKELTO, KAV Lmokopulles eéAéyovto. (Porph. Hom.

Quaest. p. 20.9 ed. Schrader = I 42)

Apion foolishly derived tmrmokopvoras (‘horse-helmed’) from helms decorated with horse
manes. But if they were set on a helm, they would be called imrmoxopubes.
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