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[59.3] Later, at Athens, two factions formed, one of the coastal district
under the leadership of Megakles son of Alkmeon, and another of the
plains district under Lykourgos son of Aristoleides. Peisistratos then
formed a third faction, intending to make himself the city’s tyrant.
When he had collected his partisans and made himself nominal leader
of the hill district, he devised the following plan. [4] First, he wounded
himself and his mules and drove his chariot into the center of town,

claiming to be in flight from enemies who had attempted to kill him as

he drove into the countryside. He then asked the Athenian people to

grant him protection, reminding them of his many past achievements

on their behalf, particularly his service as general in the war against

Megara, when he had captured Nisaia. [5] The Athenian people,

completely duped by Peisistratos, selected some of their city’s men to

serve as a bodyguard for him. These men carried wooden clubs instead

of spears as they followed him about, and they supported him when

he revolted and took control of the Acropolis. From then on,

Peisistratos ruled the Athenians, but he neither disrupted the existing
political offices nor changed the laws. He managed the city in
accordance with its existing legal and political institutions, and he
provided it with moderate and good government.
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[60.1] After a little while the partisans of Megakles united with those
of Lykourgos, and together they drove out Peisistratos. Thus the first
time Peisistratos took control of Athens and held the tyranny, his rule
did not become deeply rooted and he lost it. However, the men who
drove him out divided into quarrelsome factions once again, and [2]
Megakles, who was particularly harassed by this factional strife, sent a
message to Peisistratos offering to restore him to the tyranny if in
return he would marry his daughter. [3] Peisistratos agreed to the

terms and accepted the offer; they then, in order to help him return to

power, contrived the silliest scheme I've ever heard of - particularly

silly in this case, for long ago the Hellenes distinguished themselves

from barbarians by their superior cleverness and freedom from naive

stupidity; moreover, they carried out this scheme against the

Athenians, who were at the time reputed to surpass all other Hellenes

in intellect! [4] There was a woman named Phye in the deme of

Paiania who was almost six feet tall and strikingly beautiful. They

dressed her up in a full set of armor, placed her in a chariot, showed

her how to project a distinguished appearance, and then drove her

into the city. They sent heralds on ahead of them to tell the people to

remain in the city and to proclaim: [5] “Athenians, hail Peisistratos

and welcome him joyfully, since Athena herself is bringing him home

to her own Acropolis, honoring him above all men.” They repeated

these words as they made their way onward, and before long the

rumor that Athena was bringing Peisistratos home had reached the

demes. In the city, people actually worshiped this woman in the belief

that she was really the goddess; and they welcomed Peisistratos back.
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[14.1] Peisistratos, who had the reputation of being an extreme populist, and

had also distinguished himself greatly in the war with Megara, wounded

himself, and by representing that his injuries had been inflicted on him by

his political rivals, persuaded the people, through a motion proposed by

Aristion, to grant him a bodyguard. After he had got these “club-bearers,” as

they were called, he made an attack with them on the people and seized the
Acropolis. This happened in the archonship of Komeas, thirty-one years after
the legislation of Solon. [2] It is related that, when Peisistratos asked for his
bodyguard, Solon opposed the request, and declared that in doing so he
proved himself wiser than half the people and braver than the rest - wiser
than those who did not see that Peisistratos designed to make himself tyrant,
and braver than those who saw it and kept silence. But when all his words
availed nothing he carried forth his armor and set it up in front of his house,
saying that he had helped his country so far as lay in his power (he was
already an old man), and that he called on all others to do the same. [3]
Solon’s exhortations proved fruitless, however, and Peisistratos assumed the
sovereignty. His administration was more like a constitutional government
than the rule of a tyrant; but before his power was firmly established, the
adherents of Megakles and Lykourgos made a coalition and drove him out.
This took place in the archonship of Hegesias, five years after the first
establishment of his rule. [4] On the twelfth year after this, Megakles, worn

out because of the stasis, and having sent heralds to come to an agreement

with Peisistratos, on terms of receiving his daughter in marriage, led him

back to the city in an antiquated and extremely simple manner: for after

having spread the rumor that Athena was leading Peisistratos back to the

city, and having found a tall and beautiful woman (according to Herodotus a

member of the demos of Paiania, but according to some others a Thracian

flower girl from Kollytos named Phye), he dressed her up to imitate the

goddess’s external appearance, and brought her to the city with Peisistratos,

who on his part entered the city on a chariot with the woman standing at his

side, while the people in the city were filled with awe and bowed down

before them.
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Please look at the following two photos: Photo A and Photo B.

Which photo has more people?
Photo A has more people Photo B has more people

Shaffner and Luks 2018, Figure I (page 138)
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