From Field to Fold: Mixed Metaphors in Moschus’ Europa
In his commentary on Moschus’ Europa, Campbell claims that the Europa is typically Hellenistic because “we are asked repeatedly (on more occasions than we can possibly be aware of) to compare and contrast contextually unrelated elements, ranging from single words to whole episodes” (Campbell 1991, 7).  As I will argue, Moschus’ use of the verbs ποιμαίνω (poimainō) and στιχάομαι (stichaomai) in particular demonstrates a typically Hellenistic play with language and offers a fascinating example of Campbell’s thesis of the force of contextually jarring elements.

The verb ποιμαίνω (poimainō), appearing in this poem to describe the movements of dreams, covers a wide semantic range, including the meanings ‘to herd, tend,’ ‘to be herded,’ ‘to roam the pastures,’ ‘to tend, cherish,’ ‘to guide, govern,’ ‘to soothe, beguile,’ and ‘to deceive’ (LSJ).  Previous uses of ποιμαίνω (poimainō) and related nouns reveal a meaning specifically about sheep (Hom. Il. 6.25, 11.106, 11.245; Od. 9.188; Hes. Theog. 445-446).  As Gutzwiller has demonstrated with the verb βουκολέω (boukoleō)—a word that possesses a semantic range nearly identical to that of ποιμαίνω (poimainō)—no meaning of such a word, including its most literal, is or should be far from the reader’s mind (Gutzwiller 2006, 390, 401).  Therefore, Moschus’ bucolic vocabulary evokes sheep, even though he is writing a poem specifically about a bull.  Moschus employs στιχάομαι (stichaomai) in a similar way and therefore, pace Hopkinson (Hopkinson 1988, 5n), creates tension with his bucolic vocabulary and animal imagery.
This type of tension in verb choice is not only an integral part of the poet’s Hellenistic identity, but also reflects the larger anxiety about the genre of the Europa—its inclusion of and play with such bucolic vocabulary might also make us question more traditional definitions of epyllion and Moschus’ place within the genre.
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