Reflections on an Encounter:  Hermaphroditus and Salmacis in Ovid’s Metamorphoses Book IV

In Ovid’s Metamorphoses, Salmacis' encounter with Hermaphroditus is a doublet of the tale of Echo and Narcissus. Both youths realize their own identity through their encounter with, and reflection in a pool. Both nymphs are lost from view after their encounters with the youths. Salmacis and Hermaphroditus merge, but afterwards speak with Hermaphroditus’ voice, not Salmacis’. Their fusion can be seen as a metaphor for a sexual encounter between the two, in which Hermaphroditus realizes his own effeminacy and Salmacis, like so many females in the Metamorphoses, is silenced.
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