Exile and Aristocratic Identity in Alcaeus
This paper discusses Alcaeus’ references to exile (frr. 114, 129, 130B, 131, 148, 296b) as means by which he defines negatively the fundamentals of aristocratic ideology. For Alcaeus, the exiled aristocrat is presented in essence as un-aristocrat: in the first place, he finds himself on the geographical periphery –outside the city/center– in a hostile landscape denoted as eschatiai (“ends of the world”, 130B.9). From a man whose wealth and nobility lies in the ownership of land, he has become a wanderer (148.4). What is more important, however, he finds himself outside the city as a civic space: from being a mover and shaker he is reduced to the life of a low-born rustic, cautious to “keep his feet out of trouble” (130B.16), self-pitying and emasculated enough to divert himself with the female beauty contests at the precinct of Hera (130B.13-20). The displaced hetairos has become a recluse, being “alone”, “away from his friends” (148.5) and living in “wolf-thickets” (130B.10), that is, in the absence of human society. The realities of exile are an inversion of aristocratic norms as encountered elsewhere in the poetry of Alcaeus, these being, among others, active involvement in the affairs of the city, display of military courage, emphasis on camaraderie and intimacy within the hetaireia, protection and enjoyment of the ancestral estate. The significance of the exile fragments of Alcaeus lies in the fact that they highlight (in the negative) precisely the most constitutive elements of the aristocratic identity. After all, one misses most what he values most. 

