Love is a Battlefield: An Exploration of  War, Homosexuality, and the Foundation of Rome in Virgil's Aeneid


 Just as his contemporaries recused themselves from writing epic and tried to prove the superiority of their genre by including epic language in elegy, I believe that Virgil sought to accomplish the inverse and the opposite; he described warfare in terms of love and made love the central theme of a war epic. 


It is well-attested that there is a separation in the narrative structure of the Aeneid, emulating the Odyssey and the Iliad respectively. In addition to serving as an Homeric homage, I contend that the epic is bisected in terms of erotic depiction as well. The first six books of the poem discuss the negative sides of love - jealousy, manipulation, heartbreak, and adultery – all of which are associated with heterosexual relationships. This negative portrayal serves to further Augustus' pro-marriage, anti-adultery agenda of morality. The latter half of the Aeneid , however, depicts the pious and noble sides of love, expressed through homosexual relationships of military men. It is through this same-sex intimacy that Virgil creates a strong connection between the nobility of both homosexual love and war. 


If we examine the latter six books of the Aeneid through the filter of Greek military homosexual relationships, including the Sacred Band in Thebes and the male maturation customs in both Crete and Sparta, there are several characters that stand out as exemplary. Makowski (1989) discusses the intimate connection between Nisus and Euryalus. Lloyd (1999) posits the existence of a homosexual relationship between Evander and Anchises when Evander was a young man. I contend that both of those relationships help to elucidate the homosexual connection between Pallas and Aeneas. The relationship between Pallas and Aeneas is not only central to the poem, but is indeed essential to the origin of Rome.


I suggest that Virgil took the interrelationship between homosexual love and bravery in war and extended it to a tripartite bond, linking it to the founding of Rome. An examination of Pallas' inextricable connection to Rome and an analysis of the use of the verb condere in the Aeneid help create a correlation between homosexual love and Rome's foundation. By applying recent academic theories about intimate relationships between males in Ancient Greece and Rome to the Aeneid, we have the ability to view in a whole new light a work that has been studied, analyzed, defined, and redefined for centuries.
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