Towards a Reevaluation of Euripides’ Oedipus
As is typically the case with fragments, the surviving scraps of Euripides’ Oedipus (post 415 BCE) resist reconstruction even as they hint at tantalizing possibilities. In this paper, I observe some points of contrast with the Sophoclean handling of the myth in OT, and discuss how they appear to make poetry and poetic competition part of Euripides’ thematic framework for the play. 
The chief departure from Sophocles which points in the new thematic direction is the account of Oedipus’ encounter with the Sphinx (frr. 540-540a; T ii.). Although it is unclear whether the episode was actually dramatized (or was simply narrated), its fragments are stocked with musical language: not only does the Sphinx speak in hexameters (ἐ]πειποῦσ’ ἑξάμετ[ρ(α), 540a.4) and pipe her riddle (σ]υρίξασ’, 540a.6), but one also finds a nearby reference to a ὕμνον (540a.12) and, in a later fragment, to a rival competitor as well (ἀν]ταγωνιστῇ, 540b.4). Nor are these fragments the sole locus of such language; the later fr. 556 speaks metaphorically of a Boeotian reed (i.e. pipe) and a nightingale (i.e. poet) who skillfully plays the aulos. Whether or not the Euripidean Oedipus’ victory over the Sphinx is literally due to some sort of superior poetic skill, the fragments suggest that the image of poetic competition helps structure the dramatic action.
With this aspect of the play’s thematic framework established, the paper then turns to its interpretation, drawing on other fragments and aspects of the play [e.g. the moralizing reflections on marriage (frr. 543-8), the blinding of Oedipus (fr. 541), and the appeal (and exile?) to Athens (fr. 554b)] to flesh out the various directions in which this framework can be pursued. 
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