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Bromios: The God of Strange and Invasive Sounds


1. Bromios in noisy contexts


a) Pindar, Dithyramb fr.75.9-10

...ἐπὶ τὸν κισσοδαῆ θεόν,





τὸν Βρόμιον, τὸν Ἐριβόαν τε βροτοὶ καλέομεν


...upon the ivy-knowing god,

the one we mortals call Bromios and Eriboas (loud-shouting)


b) Clouds 311-313

ἦρί τ’ ἐπερχομένῳ Βρομία χάρις,

εὐκελάδων τε χορῶν ἐρεθίσματα,

καὶ μοῦσα βαρύβρομος αὐλῶν

in the arriving spring, there is Bromian delight, 

and the shakeup of melodious choruses, 

and the deep-sounding song of auloi

c) Cyclops 63-66

οὐ τάδε Βρόμιος, οὐ τάδε χοροὶ

βακχεῖαί τε θυρσοφόροι,

οὐ τυμπάνων ἀλαλαγ-

μοὶ κρήναις παρ’ ὑδροχύτοις

Here there is no Bromios, no dancing,

or thyrsos-wielding bacchae,

no pattering of tympana

by the gushing springs

2. Words related to Bromios


a) word list with frequencies (74 total):

ἄβρομος (2)

βαρύβρομος (10)

βρομέω (7)

βρόμος (30)

ἐγχειβρόμος (1)

ἐπιβρομέω (3)

ἐρίβρομος (15)

μελίβρομος (1)

νυκτίβρομος (1)

περιβρομέω (2)

θηρόβρομος (1)

ὑποβρομέω (1)


b) word usage:



3. Sound associated with Dionysos – Homeric Hymn 26.1; 26.8-10


κισσοκόμην Διόνυσον ἐρίβρομον ἄρχομ’ ἀείδειν


................................................................................


δὴ τότε φοιτίζεσκε καθ’ ὑλήεντας ἐναύλους,


κισσῷ καὶ δάφνῃ πεπυκασμένος· αἳ δ’ ἅμ’ ἕποντο


Νύμφαι, ὃ δ’ ἐξηγεῖτο· βρόμος δ’ ἔχεν ἄσπετον ὕλην. 


I begin to sing of ivy-haired, eribromos Dionysos


................................................................................


and then he wandered through the wooded haunts,


decked with ivy and laurel.  The Nymphs all followed him, 


and he led the way; bromos held the vast forest.

4. Sound made by violent forces of nature


a) Olympian 2.25-6

ζώει μὲν ἐν Ὀλυμπίοις ἀποθανοῖσα βρόμῳ

κεραυνοῦ τανυέθειρα Σεμέλα...

  Long-haired Semele, killed in the bromos 

  of thunder, lives among the Olympians...


b) Hippolytus 1201-2

ἔνθεν τις ἠχὼ χθόνιος ὡς βροντὴ Διὸς 

βαρὺν βρόμον μεθῆκε, φρικώδη κλύειν

From there, some earth-born rumble like the thunder of Zeus

emitted a deep bromos, shuddersome to hear


c) Iliad 13.39-41

Τρῶες δὲ φλογὶ ἶσοι ἀολλέες ἠὲ θυέλλῃ

Ἕκτορι Πριαμίδῃ ἄμοτον μεμαῶτες ἕποντο

ἄβρομοι αὐΐαχοι

All together, the Trojans, like a flame or storm,

yearning insatiably, followed Hector son of Priam 

abromoi, joining in a shout 

d) Iliad 14.396-7
οὔτε πυρὸς τόσσός γε ποτὶ βρόμος αἰθομένοιο

οὔρεος ἐν βήσσῃς, ὅτε τ’ ὤρετο καιέμεν ὕλην
nor so great is the bromos of fire burning 

in the mountains that incites the wood to burn

5. Sound construed as foreign


a) Seven Against Thebes 463

φιμοὶ δὲ συρίζουσι βάρβαρον βρόμον

The muzzles whistle a barbaros bromos

b) Sophocles fr. 513 (Radt)

Βερέκυντα βρόμον
Berekuntian bromos

c) Simonides 6.217.7-8

οὐδ’ ἔτλη Κυβέλης ἱερὸν βρόμον ὑλονόμος θὴρ / μεῖναι

the forest beast doesn't dare to abide the holy bromos of Kybele

d) Homeric Hymn 14

Μητέρα μοι πάντων τε θεῶν πάντων τ’ ἀνθρώπων

ὕμνει, Μοῦσα λίγεια, Διὸς θυγάτηρ μεγάλοιο,

ᾗ κροτάλων τυπάνων τ’ ἰαχὴ σύν τε βρόμος αὐλῶν

εὔαδεν ἠδὲ λύκων κλαγγὴ χαροπῶν τε λεόντων

οὔρεά τ’ ἠχήεντα καὶ ὑλήεντες ἔναυλοι.

καὶ σὺ μὲν οὕτω χαῖρε θεαί θ’ ἅμα πᾶσαι ἀοιδῇ

Sing to me, clear-voiced Muse, daughter of great Zeus,

about the Mother of all gods and mankind,

whom the cry of castanets and drums together with the bromos of flutes

and the scream of wolves and bright-eyed lions

and the roaring mountains and wooded torrents delight.

And you thus rejoice with all the goddesses in my song


e) Homeric Hymn 4.450-2

καὶ γὰρ ἐγὼ Μούσῃσιν Ὀλυμπιάδεσσιν ὀπηδός,

τῇσι χοροί τε μέλουσι καὶ ἀγλαὸς οἶμος ἀοιδῆς

καὶ μολπὴ τεθαλυῖα καὶ ἱμερόεις βρόμος αὐλῶν·

For I am an attendant of the Olympian Muses

who are delighted by dances, and the splendid path of singing,

and abundant song, and the lovely bromos of auloi
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75 total





(1 of the 74 instances was both a natural force and foreign)











natural force 		    	38


“foreignness”			14	


Dionysos/Dionysiac	    	08


divinity (not Dionysos)	04	


animals			06


body		           		03


non-foreign music		01


soup				01
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