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Lemnos, Ethics, and Community in Sophocles’ Philoctetes

I. Sophocles, Philoctetes 295-304 (Philoctetes speaking)

295 ... gita whp &v od Tapiv, Then there would be no fire,

AL &v TETPOLGL TETPOV EKTPIPOV HOAG but by grinding stone against stones, with difficulty
Epnv’ dpavtov ¢ O kol ol | del. a hidden light appeared, which always saves me.
oikovpévn yap odv 6Téyn TPOS péTa Except for the fact ’'m ill, a house to live in, with
ot ékmopilel TANV TO U VOGELY ELE. fire, provides me everything. Come now, child,
300 @ép’, @ tékvov, ViV kol T Thic Viicov pdboig. and learn about the island.

a0 TEAALEL VO PATNG 0VOELG EKDV: no sailor comes near it willingly;

0V Yap T1g dpproc EoTv 00S OOl TAE®V for there is no anchorage, nowhere for a sailor
g€eumonoet képdog N EevaoeTa. to sell for profit or be entertained.

oVK €vOad’ ot mhol toict cmepocty Bpot®dv. For those mortals who are sensible do not sail here.
II. Plato, Theaetetus 1512-152a

KWVOUVEDELG HEVTOL AOYOV 0L QodAOV glpnkévarl Ttepl EmoTung, GAL’ ov Eleye kol [Tpwtaydpag.
TPOTOV O€ TIvaL dALOV €lpnKe TA OO TA TADTA. PNGL YAP TOL ‘“TAVTOV ¥PNUATOV HETPOV’ AvOpmmov
gvat, ‘“T®V HEV SVTOV OO¢ E0TL, TOV 0E U] HVTOV G OVK EGTIV.” AVEYVOKAS YAp TOL;

You have probably given not a bad description of knowledge, but one which Protagoras also
used to give. Only he has said the same thing in a different way. For he says somewhere that man
“is the measure of all things, of the things that are that they are, of the things that are not that
they are not.” You have read that, I suppose?

(Said by Socrates in the context of a broader discussion of whether perception is knowledge)

II1. Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics 1177b.25-7

oboa, kol map’ odTiy oddevdg épiesOar téhovg, kol Exev TRV Ndoviv oikelav  Cabtn &2
ouvavéet TV vépyelay) , Kol T0 adTopKeS 0N Kol GYOAOGTIKOV Kol ATpuToV (¢ avOpmT®, Kol
6ca dAl0 T pokopim GmovEREeTal, TO KATO TadTV TNV Evépyelay @aiveton dvta: 1) Teheio O
gvdapovia avtn av €in avopmmov,

and if accordingly the attributes of this activity are found to be self-sufficiency, leisuredness,
such freedom from fatigue as is possible for man, and all the other attributes of blessedness: it
follows that it is the activity of the intellect that constitutes complete human happiness—
provided it be granted a complete span of life, for nothing that belongs to happiness can be
incomplete. (translated H. Rackham)



IV. Sophocles, Philoctetes 927-941 (Philoctetes speaking)

@ Tdp oV Kod i Seipa koi Tavovpyiag O you fire and every terror and most hateful
Sewiic téxvnu’ ExdioTov, old 1 sipydom, handiwork of villainy — what you’ve done to me!
ol’ NraTnKac: ovd’ dmaucydvel 1 op&dV How you have deceived me! Aren’t you, you wretch,
930 1OV TposTPOMAIOV, TOV iKéTnV, O oYéTAe; ashamed to look at me, the suppliant beseecher?
ameotépnkag TOV Piov 10 10" ELmV. Taking the arrows, you have defrauded me of life.

amo6d0g¢, ikvodpai 6, Amddog, iketevm, tékvov- Give them back, I beg you, child, give them back:
PO¢ Oe®dv Tatpdwv, TOV Pilov pe un apédn. By your ancestral gods, do not take away my life.

dpot Tdroc. GAA’ 000E TPOSPOVET U™ ET1, Alas wretched me. But he no longer speaks to me
935 4AL" G nebnowv pmod’, d” opd méAv. but looks back, to never let them go.

o Mpéveg, ® mpoPAfjtec, @ Evvovsion O harbors, o headlands, o companions

OnpdV Opeinv, @ KoTappdYsC TETPaL, of mountain beasts, o jagged rocks,

DUV T4, 00 Yap EAlov 01d” T Aéym, I break into tears for you (you are usually here)
avaxiaiopon wopodot Toig eimbooty, I have no other to whom I can speak—

940 oi’ &py’ 6 moic u Edpacev ovE Ay éwg:  such deeds has the son of Achilles done to me.
oudoag arage oikad’, € Tpolav p dyst: Sworn to take me home, he takes me to Troy...

V. Sophocles, Philoctetes 86-95 (Neoptolemus speaking)

€YD HEV 0DC GV TOV AOY®V AAYD KAD®V, Son of Laertes, if I feel pain hearing words
Aoagptiov mad, Tovcde kol tpaccew otvy®. [ also abhor doing them. For it is my nature
EQUV YOp 0VOEV €K TEYVNG TPAGGEWY KokTg,  to do nothing of an evil contrivance,

oVt adTOC, 000, (¢ Pacty, obkeVoag Eué.  nor was it his who begot me, as they say.
90 aAL’ i’ £toipoc mpog Plav tov avdp™ dyetv I am prepared to take the man by force

Kol un d0A01GLY: 00 Yap €€ £vVOG TOdOG and not by deceit: for he cannot, with one foot,
NUAG T000060E TPOG Plav yepdGETAL. defeat so many of us by force.
TePPOeic e pévTol ool Euvepydtng oKV And yet I, sent to you as a helper, fear

podoTNC Kadelichatl fovropar 8, dvag, kaddg to be called a betrayer. Lord, I prefer to fall short
95 dpdv e€opapteiv paArov §j vikav kak®ds.  doing well than to win badly.

VI. Sophocles, Philoctetes 11-14 (Odysseus speaking)

...0AAQ ToDTO eV Ti Ol But why do I need to talk about these things?
Aéyetv; axun yop oV Hokp®V MUV Adyav, There is no time for lengthy words,
un kol pabn p fikovra Kakyém to Tov Lest he learn that I have come and I spoil
cOPIoUa TG VIV aOTly oipoEY dOK®D. The whole trick by which I expect to take him.
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