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Seventeenth Annual Elementary 

CAMWS College Greek Exam (2024-2025) 

 
 

TIME: 50 MINUTES               DO NOT USE A DICTIONARY 

 
There is only one correct answer/choice for each question.  Choose the BEST POSSIBLE ANSWER.  

 

1.  What is the dative feminine singular form of οὐδείς? 

a) οὐδεμιᾷ       c) οὐδενῇ 

b) οὐδεμιαῖς       d) οὐδενί 

 

2.  The form of the definite article that agrees with ὁδός is: 

a) ἡ         c) τό 

b) ὁ         d) τοῦ 

 

3.  Which of the following is a correct comparative form of the adjective δεινός? 

a) δείνιος        c) δεινότερος 

b) δεινίων       d) δεινώτερος 

 

4.  What is the dative case function of ἀξίοις λόγοις in the following sentence? 

  τὰ τέκνα τὸν πατέρα ἀξίοις λόγοις ἔπειθεν. 

 

a) direct object      c) means 

b) indirect object      d) respect 

 

5.  Choose the preposition that fits correctly into this sentence: 

  ὁ βασιλεὺς τὸν ἀδελφὸν _____ τὴν χώραν ἐδίωξεν. 

 

a) ἀπὸ         c) ἐκ 

b) εἰς         d) ἐν  

 

6.  The aorist tense form ἔλαθον corresponds to which present tense verb? 

 

a) λαλέω        c) λανθάνω 

b) λαμβάνω       d) φέρω 
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7.  Choose the alternative that is closest in meaning to this sentence: 

  ἡ τίκτουσα γυνὴ κρείττων τοῦ στρατιώτου. 

 

a) ἡ γυνὴ ἣ στρατιώτην τίκτει κρείττων ἐστίν. 

b) ἡ γυνὴ ἣ τίκτει κρείττων ἢ ὁ στρατιώτης ἐστίν. 

c) ἡ γυνὴ κρείττωνα στρατιώτην τίκτει. 

d) ἡ γυνὴ τοῦ τοῦ στρατιώτου τέκνου κρατεῖ. 

 

8.  The English word “ephemeral” refers to something that is short-lived or lasts only 

briefly. What Greek word does it derive from? 

 

a) αἷμα        c) φέρω 

b) ἡμέρα        d) φρονέω 

 

9.  Choose the alternative that is closest in meaning to this sentence: 

  αἱ γυναῖκες αἱ τῶν ξένων λέγουσιν ὡς ὁ πόλεμος ἀνάγκη πονηρά ἐστιν. 

 

a) αἱ γυναῖκες αἱ τῶν πονηρῶν εἶπον ὡς δεῖ τοὺς ξένους ποιῆσαι πόλεμον. 

b) αἱ γυναῖκες ἔφασαν τὸν τῶν ξένων πόλεμον εἶναι ἀνάγκην πονηράν. 

c) αἱ γυναῖκες τοῖς ξένοις ἔλεγον ὅτι χρὴ τὸν πόλεμον εἶναι πονηρόν. 

d) αἱ τῶν ξένων γυναῖκές φασι τὸν πόλεμον εἶναι ἀνάγκην πονηράν. 

 

10.  Choose the best translation of this sentence: 

δεῖ σε πιστεῦσαι τοῖς μὴ ἡμαρτηκόσιν. 

 

a) He (or she) will show you that it is not a mistake to trust people. 

b) He (or she) will show you that they have not made mistakes. 

c) It is necessary that you trust those people who have not made a mistake. 

d) Those who have never made a mistake must trust you. 

 

11.  The tense and voice of βαλοῦσα are: 

a) aorist active      c) present active 

b) perfect middle     d) present middle 

 

12.  The tense and voice of τιθέναι are: 

a) aorist active      c) future active 

b) aorist middle      d) present active 
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13.  Choose the adjective that best completes this sentence: 

  πᾶς βασιλεὺς _____ δύναμιν βούλεταί τε καὶ ζητεῖ. 

 

a) μεγάλαισιν      c) μεγάλῳ 

b) μεγάλην       d) μέγαν 

 

14.  Which of the following forms is nominative masculine singular? 

a) ἔθνος        c) ὕδωρ 

b) θάνατος       d) χείρ 

 

15.  Which of the following forms best completes this phrase? 

  οἱ ἄριστοι στρατηγοὶ _____ ἐκράτησαν. 

 

a) τὰς στρατιώτας     c) τοὺς στρατιώτας 

b) τοῖς στρατιώταις     d) τῶν στρατιωτῶν 

 

16.  Choose the pronoun that correctly completes this sentence: 

ὁ πᾶς δῆμος ἐκεῖνον τὸν ποιητὴν τιμᾷ _____ τὴν ἀρίστην τέχνην ἔχει. 

 

a) ἣ         c) ὃς 

b) ἣν         d) ᾧ 

 

17.  Which verb is correctly accented? 

a) εἴχετε        c) εἴχομην 

b) εἴχομεθα       d) εἴχον 

 

18.  λεγόμεθα is a present tense verb. How do we say the same thing in the aorist? 

 

a) εἰδόμεθα       c) ἐλαβόμεθα 

b) εἰπόμεθα       d) ἐλιπόμεθα 

 

19.  Which of the following is an imperfect middle form of the verb ἔχω? 

 

a) εἰχόμην       c) ἐχόμενος 

b) εἶχον        d) σχησόμεθα 

 

20.  The case and number of the noun γένους is: 

a) accusative plural     c) genitive plural 

b) accusative singular    d) genitive singular 
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FOR THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONSULT THE READING 

PASSAGE, WHICH YOU MAY FIND AT THE END OF THE EXAM. 

 

21.  In line 1, why does the narrator make reference to the Pillars of Hercules, flanking 

the Strait of Gibraltar between Spain and Morocco? 

  a) The Pillars of Hercules hinder the narrator’s progress. 

  b) The Pillars of Hercules mark the beginning of the adventure. 

  c) The Pillars of Hercules mark the narrator’s destination. 

  d) The Pillars of Hercules provides a lookout for the narrator. 

 

22.  Which body of water is probably referred to by the phrase “τὸν ἑσπέριον 

ὠκεανον” in lines 1 and 2? 

  a) Atlantic Ocean     c) Indian Ocean 

  b) Black Sea       d) Tyrrhenian Sea 

 

23.  Which word best describes the “οὐρίῳ ἀνέμῳ” in line 2? 

  a) annoying       c) entertaining 

  b) dangerous       d) helpful 

 

24.  What does the word “ἀποδημίας” in line 3, glossed as “long journey” literally 

mean? 

  a) “able to go away”    c) “away from the people” 

  b) “anti-democratic”    d) “departure” 

 

25.  According to lines 2-5, what does the narrator assume the reader wants to know? 

  a) the narrator’s background  c) the narrator’s plans 

  b) the narrator’s motivation  d) the narrator’s preparations 

 

26.  According to lines 2-5, what does the narrator hope to obtain? 

  a) fame        c) revenge 

  b) knowledge      d) wealth 

 

27.  In lines 5-10, what does the narrator explain? 

  a) earlier attempts to reach the destination 

  b) the excitement about the journey 

  c) the preparations for the journey 

  d) the resistance to the journey 
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28.  What is essential for the journey? 

a) food and water 

b) map and compass 

c) spare sails and oars 

d) the protection of the gods 

 

29.  What assumption informs the statement “ἔτι δὲ καὶ ὅπλων πολύ τι πλῆθος 

παρεσκευασάμην” in lines 7-8? 

a) It is essential for the travelers to be prepared. 

b) The travelers could encounter hostile forces. 

c) The travelers may meet large numbers of people. 

d) The travelers will need to obtain additional food. 

 

30.  How many people are on the boat? 

a) 50         c) 79 

b) 52         d) 80 

 

31.  What motivated the men who joined the journey? 

a) curiosity       c) loyalty 

b) fear         d) money 

 

32.  What assumption can we make about the ship’s captain’s motivation for joining the 

journey? 

a) a big paycheck     c) dread of shame 

b) an old friendship     d) the potential for fame 

 

33.  What was evidence of good sailing as the journey began in lines 11-12? 

a) The ship kept running aground. 

b) The wind was favorable. 

c) The wind was forcefully opposing them. 

d) They had to sail through the night. 

 

34.  What probably caused “ζόφος ἐγίγνετο” in line 13? 

a) A volcano erupted.    c) Storm clouds arrived. 

b) An eclipse occurred.    d) The ship was sinking.
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35.  As a result of the conditions described in line 13, 

a) they could not locate their position. 

b) they could not sail in a straight line. 

c) they were not able to gather in the sails. 

d) they were unable to empty the water flooding in. 

 

36.  Which word best describes the travelers as the weather takes control of the ship? 

a) angry        c) surprised 

b) hopeless       d) trusting 

 

37.  How long were the travelers at the mercy of the elements? 

a) almost a week      c) nearly a year 

b) almost three months    d) over a month 

 

38.  What did the travelers see when the sky cleared? 

a) a fleet of tall-masted ships  c) a tall island covered with trees 

b) a long, sandy beach    d) the edge of the world 

 

39.  What might the reader expect to happen when the narrative resumes? 

a) The travelers land on the island. 

b) The travelers perish. 

c) The travelers pray to the gods. 

d) The travelers sail home. 

 

40.  Which ancient Greek hero most resembles the narrator? 

a) Akhilleus       c) Odysseus 

b) Herakles       d) Perseus 
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In this selection from Lucian’s “A True History,” the narrator begins to recount his long, strange voyage… 

 
1 ὁρμηθεὶς γάρ ποτε ἀπὸ Ἡρακλείων στηλῶν καὶ πορευόμενος εἰς τὸν 

2 ἑσπέριον ὠκεανόν, οὐρίῳ ἀνέμῳ τὸν πλοῦν ἐποιούμην. αἰτία δέ μοι 

3 τῆς ἀποδημίας καὶ ὑπόθεσις ἡ τῆς διανοίας περιεργία καὶ πραγμάτων 

4 καινῶν ἐπιθυμία καὶ τὸ βούλεσθαι μαθεῖν τί τὸ τέλος ἐστὶν τοῦ ὠκεανοῦ καὶ  

5 τίνες οἱ πέραν κατοικοῦντες ἄνθρωποι.  διά γέ τοι τοῦτο πολλὰ μὲν σιτία 

6 ἐβαλόμην· ἱκανὸν δὲ καὶ ὕδωρ ἐθέμην· πεντήκοντα δὲ τῶν ἀνδρῶν ἡλικιωτῶν  

7 προσεποιησάμην τὴν αὐτὴν ἐμοὶ γνώμην ἔχοντας. ἔτι δὲ καὶ ὅπλων πολύ τι 

8 πλῆθος παρεσκευασάμην. καὶ κυβερνήτην τὸν ἄριστον, μισθῷ μεγάλῳ πείσας,  

9 ἔλαβον καὶ τὴν ναῦν—ἄκατος δὲ ἦν—ὡς πρὸς μέγαν καὶ βίαιον πλοῦν 

10 ἐκρατυνάμην.  

11 ἡμέραν οὖν καὶ νύκτα οὐρίῳ πλέοντες, ἔτι τῆς γῆς φαινομένης, 

12 οὐ σφόδρα βιαίως ἀνηγόμεθα. τῆς ἐπιούσης δέ, ἅμα ἡλίῳ ἀνίσχοντι, 

13 ὅ τε ἄνεμος ἐπεδίδου καὶ τὸ κῦμα ηὐξάνετο καὶ ζόφος ἐγίγνετο καὶ 

14 οὐκέτ᾽ οὐδὲ στεῖλαι τὴν ὀθόνην δυνατὸν ἦν. πιστεύοντες οὖν 

15 τῷ πνέοντι καὶ δόντες ἑαυτούς, ἐχειμαζόμεθα ἡμέρας 

16 ἐννέα καὶ ἑβδομήκοντα. τῇ ὀγδοηκοστῇ δέ, ἄφνω ἐκλάμψαντος ἡλίου, 

17 ὁρῶμεν οὐ πόρρω νῆσον ὑψηλὴν καὶ δασεῖαν. 

 

YOU MAY SEPARATE THIS PAGE FROM THE REST OF THE EXAM 

IN ORDER TO CONSULT THE READING PASSAGE MORE EASILY. 
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GLOSSES FOR THE READING PASSAGE 

 

 

ἄκατος, -ου, ἡ: small sailboat 

ἅμα: (adv) at the same time 

ἄνεμος, -ου, ὁ: wind 

ἀνάγομαι: to set sail, put to sea, sail 

ἀνίσχοντι = “rising” 

ἀποδημία, -ας, ἡ: long journey 

αὐξάνω: to increase 

ἄφνω: (adv) suddenly 

βίαιος, -α, -ον: forcible, violent 

δασύς, -εῖα, -ύ: thickly wooded 

διανοία, -ας, ἡ: mind, thought 

δυνατός, -ή, -όν: possible 

ἑαυτούς = “ourselves” 

ἑβδομήκοντα: (indecl. adj) seventy 

ἐκλάμπω: to shine 

ἐννέα: (indecl. adj) nine 

ἐπιδίδωμι: to increase 

ἐπιθυμία, -ας, ἡ: desire 

τῆς ἐπιούσης = “on the next (day)” 

ἑσπέριος, -α, -ον: western 

ζόφος, -ου, ὁ: darkness, gloom 

Ἡρακλείων στηλῶν = “Pillars of Hercules” 

ἱκανός, -ή, -όν: sufficient 

καινός, -ή, -όν: new 

κατοικέω: to dwell, inhabit 

κρατύνω: to strengthen 

κυβερνήτης, -ου, ὁ: ship’s captain 

κῦμα, -ατος, τό: wave 

μισθός, -οῦ, ὁ: wages, pay 

ναῦς, νεώς, ἡ: ship 

νῆσος, -ου, ἡ: island 

ὀγδοηκοστός, -ή, -όν: eightieth 

ὀθόνη, -ης, ἡ: a sail 

ὅπλα, -ων, τά: weapons 

ὁρμηθείς = “setting out” 

οὐδέ: (conj) not even 

οὐκέτ᾽: (adv) no longer 

οὔριος, -α, -ον: favorable 

παρασκευάζω: to prepare 

πεντήκοντα: (indecl. adj) fifty 

πέραν: (adv) on the other side 

περιεργία, -ας, ἡ: curiosity 

πλέω: to sail 

πλῆθος, -εος, τό: great number, quantity 

πλοῦς, πλοῦ, ὁ: voyage 

πνέω: to blow 

πόρρω: (adv) far off 

ποτε: (adv) once upon a time 

προσποιέω: to procure, obtain 

σιτίον, -ου, τό: foodstuff, provisions 

στέλλω: to gather up, take in, furl 

σφόδρα: (adv) especially, very much 

τοι: (adv) let me tell you, you know 

ὑπόθεσις, -εως, ἡ: purpose 

ὑψηλός, -ή, -όν: lofty, high 

χειμάζω: to be storm-tossed, to be driven 

ὠκεανός, -οῦ, ὁ: ocean

 

 

 

YOU MAY SEPARATE THIS PAGE FROM THE REST OF THE EXAM 

IN ORDER TO CONSULT THE GLOSSES MORE EASILY. 

 


