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Ninth Annual Intermediate/Advanced Tragedy 

CAMWS College Greek Exam (2024-2025) 

 
 

TIME: 50 MINUTES                            DO NOT USE A DICTIONARY 

 
Mark the correct choice ON YOUR ANSWER SHEET. There is only one correct answer/choice for each 

question. Choose the BEST POSSIBLE ANSWER. 

 

SEPARATE THE PAGES WITH THE PASSAGE AND CONSULT THEM AS YOU TAKE THE EXAM.  

 

1.  In line 1187, what is the case function of the dative ἀνθρώποισιν? 

 a) agent     c) possessor 

 b) means     d) reference/perspective 

 

2.  In line 1188, what is the case function of the genitive τῶν πραγμάτων? 

 a) absolute     c) partitive 

 b) comparison    d) possession 

 

3.  In line 1189, the tense and mood of ἔδρασε are 

 a) aorist imperative.    c) future indicative. 

 b) aorist indicative.    d) imperfect indicative. 

 

4.  In lines 1189-1190, Hekabe argues that 

 a) Agamemnon has argued well. 

 b) it is difficult to speak the truth. 

 c) she finds it difficult to speak to Agamemnon. 

 d) words and deeds should reflect one another. 

 

5.  What type of participle is ἠκριβωκότες in line 1192? 

 a) absolute     c) circumstantial 

b) attributive/substantival   d) supplementary 

 

6.  Which of the following English words is etymologically related to τέλους in line 

1193? 

 a) intelligence    c) teleology 

 b) telegraph     d) tellurous 
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7.  The mood and voice of ἀπώλοντ᾽ in line 1194 are 

 a) indicative middle.   c) subjunctive middle. 

 b) indicative passive.   d) subjunctive passive. 

 

8.  In lines 1192-1194, Hekabe’s point is that 

 a) clear speech and logic will always win in the end. 

 b) clever men who manipulate speech will face a bad end. 

 c) her mourning for her son makes it difficult to speak. 

 d) the Greeks will get away with destroying Troy. 

 

9.  καί μοι τὸ μὲν σὸν ὧδε φροιμίοις ἔχει in 1195 is best translated as what? 

 a) Also, your own words are like my own introduction in this way. 

 b) And, for me, what concerns you in my opening speech is thus. 

 c) And, to me, you are like this in my opening speech. 

 d) Even against me, your opening words hold thusly. 

 

10.  The main caesura in line 1196 occurs after the word 

 a) δ᾽.      c) καί. 

 b) εἶμι.     d) τόνδε. 

 

11.  The demonstrative pronoun τόνδε in line 1196 refers to what/whom? 

 a) Agamemnon    c) Hellas 

 b) Hekabe     d) Polymestor 

 

12.  The mood and tense of ἀμείψομαι in 1196 are 

 a) imperative future.   c) indicative present. 

 b) indicative future.    d) subjunctive future. 

 

13.  What is the degree of κάκιστε in line 1199? 

  a) comparative    c) superlative 

 b) positive     d) tentative 

 

14.  What is the force of the optative δύναιτο in line 1201? 

 a) contrafactual/unreal   c) potential 

 b) imperative     d) wish 
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15.  In lines 1199-1201, what is Hekabe’s point about τὸ βάρβαρον … γένος? 

 a) The Barbarians were now going to destroy the Greeks. 

 b) The Greeks and Trojans could never be friends. 

 c) The Greeks had become sympathetic to Barbarians’ ways. 

 d) The Greeks had befriended the Barbarians to destroy Troy. 

 

16.  In line 1203, the first word, ἤ, is best understood how? 

 a) a form of εἰμί 

 b) an emphatic particle 

 c) introducing a question that expects a negative answer 

 d) introducing an alternative question with πότερα in line 1202 

 

17.  In line 1206, τἀληθῆ has what case and function? 

 a) accusative object    c) nominative subject 

 b) accusative of respect   d) predicate nominative 

 

18.  In line 1206, what does the phrase εἰ βούλοιο τἀληθῆ λέγειν imply? 

 a) Polymestor is a clever speaker.  c) Polymestor is telling the truth. 

 b) Polymestor is lying.   d) Polymestor will meet with a bad end. 

 

19.  In lines 1206-1207, who or what does Hekabe claim killed her son? 

 a) Agamemnon    c) Polydoros 

 b) gold     d) the truth  

 

20.  The tense and mood of δίδαξον in line 1208 are 

 a) aorist imperative.    c) future participle. 

 b) aorist participle.    d) unaugmented aorist indicative. 

 

21.  In line 1210, the resolution of a long syllable into two short syllables is found in 

 a) the first metron.    c) the third metron. 

 b) the second metron.   d) none of the metra.   

 

22.  In line 1210, what is the case form and function of δόρυ? 

 a) accusative direct object   c) predicate nominative 

 b) nominative subject   d) subject accusative 

 

23.  Which of the following English words is etymologically related to ἤνθει in line 

1210? 

 a) anthem     c) antic 

 b) anthology     d) entomology 
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24.  The demonstrative pronoun τῷδ’ in line 1211 refers to 

 a) Agamemnon.    c) Polydoros. 

 b) Hektor.     d) Priam. 

 

25.  The tense and voice of θέσθαι in line 1212 are 

 a) aorist middle.    c) perfect middle-passive. 

 b) future middle.    d) present middle-passive. 

 

26.  The κἀν in line 1212 is an example of 

 a) anastrophe.    c) elision. 

 b) crasis.     d) ellipsis.  

 

27.  In line 1213, the tense and voice of ζῶντ’ are 

 a) aorist middle.    c) present active. 

 b) future active.    d) present passive. 

 

28.  In lines 1208-1213, Hekabe asks Polymestor 

 a) why Agamemnon led Polydoros alive to Argos. 

 b) why he did not kill or hand over Polydoros to the Greeks. 

 c) why he wanted to please Agamemnon by entertaining Polydoros in his palace. 

 d) why Priam and Hektor were no longer alive. 

 

29.  In line 1215, ὕπο is an example of 

 a) anastrophe.    c) elision. 

 b) crasis.     d) ellipsis. 

 

30.  In lines 1214-1215, Hekabe says that 

 a) she will use smoke to signal the people left in the city. 

 b) the smoke indicates that Troy has fallen. 

 c) the Trojan women live in the dark, since only smoke is left of the fire. 

 d) there is no light where there is no smoke. 

 

31.  In line 1216, we learn that Polymestor 

 a) killed a stranger over a fire. 

 b) killed a stranger who had broken into his house.  

 c) killed his guest in his own house. 

 d) treated his guest as if he were the goddess Hestia. 
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32.  Which of the following is the best translation for πρὸς τοῖσδε in line 1217? 

 a) before/in the presence of these men c) in respect to these things 

 b) besides/additionally   d) upon/against these men 

 

33.  The person and number of ἦσθα in line 1218 are 

 a) first person singular.   c) second person singular. 

 b) second person plural.   d) third person singular. 

 

34.  In lines 1219-1221, Hekabe claims that Polymestor 

 a) had been poor for a long time. 

 b) should have given the gold to Polydoros’ estranged father. 

 c) should have given the gold to the Greeks. 

 d) should have given the gold to the poor Trojans fleeing their fatherland. 

 

35.  What is the force of the participle σώσας in line 1225? 

 a) causal     c) conditional 

 b) concessive     d) final 

 

36.  What kind of conditional apodosis does εἶχες ἄν express in line 1225? 

 a) future less vivid    c) past general 

 b) particular     d) present contrafactual/unreal 

 

37.  Ιn line 1226 σαφέστατοι has what function?  

 a) modifies κακοῖς    c) subject 

 b) modifies φίλοι    d) substantive 

 

38.  The subject of ἔχει in line 1227 is 

 a) Agamemnon.    c) Polydoros. 

 b) ἔκαστ᾽.     d) τὰ χρηστά. 

 

39.  In lines 1226-1227, Hekabe asserts that 

 a) good friends are nowhere to be seen in troubles. 

 b) good friends are quite obvious to wicked men. 

 c) there are good friends among wicked men. 

 d) troubles reveal which friends are true. 

 

40.  In the play Hekabe, Polyxena also faces dire circumstances. What is Hekabe’s 

relationship to Polyxena? 

 a) captor     c) mother 

 b) enemy     d) sister 
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Polydoros, the youngest son of Priam and Hekabe, had been entrusted to the care of the Thracian king Polymestor 

before the Trojan war. Polymestor, however, killed Polydoros. In Euripides’ Hekabe, the eponymous character, now a 

prisoner of the Greeks, avenges her son’s murder by blinding Polymestor and killing his sons with the help of other 

captive Trojan women. 

 

In this section, Hekabe defends the legitimacy of her action before Agamemnon, after Polymestor defended his killing 

of Polydoros and raged against the race of women. 

 

N.B.: Underlined words are glossed below the verse in the order in which they appear. 

 

 
Ἑκάβη:  Ἀγάμεμνον, ἀνθρώποισιν οὐκ ἐχρῆν ποτε   1187 

  τῶν πραγμάτων τὴν γλῶσσαν ἰσχύειν πλέον.  1188 

   ἰσχύω: infer from the meaning of the noun ἰσχύς 

   ἀλλ᾽, εἴτε χρήστ᾽ ἔδρασε, χρήστ᾽ ἔδει λέγειν,  1189 

   εἴτ᾽ αὖ πονηρά, τοὺς λόγους εἶναι σαθρούς,  1190 

    σαθρός, -ά, -όν: broken, unsound 

   καὶ μὴ δύνασθαι τἄδικ᾽ εὖ λέγειν ποτέ.   1191 

   σοφοὶ μὲν οὖν εἰσ᾽ οἱ τάδ᾽ ἠκριβωκότες,   1192 

    ἀκριβόω: I investigate thoroughly 

   ἀλλ᾽ οὐ δύνανται διὰ τέλους εἶναι σοφοί.   1193 

   κακῶς δ᾽ ἀπώλοντ᾽· οὔτις ἐξήλυξέ πω.   1194 

    ἐξαλύσκω: I flee from, escape 

   καί μοι τὸ μὲν σὸν ὧδε φροιμίοις ἔχει.   1195 

    τὸ φροίμιον: an opening, introduction 

   πρὸς τόνδε δ᾽ εἶμι καὶ λόγοις ἀμείψομαι·   1196 
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   ὃς φῂς Ἀχαιῶν πόνον ἀπαλλάσσων διπλοῦν  1197 

    ἀπαλλάσσω: I take away, remove, release (acc.) from (gen.) 

   Ἀγαμέμνονός θ᾽ ἕκατι παῖδ᾽ ἐμὸν κτανεῖν.  1198 

    ἕκατι = for the sake of (gen.) 

    κτανεῖν = κτεῖναι 

   ἀλλ᾽, ὦ κάκιστε, πρῶτον οὔποτ᾽ ἂν φίλον   1199 

   τὸ βάρβαρον γένοιτ᾽ ἂν Ἕλλησιν γένος   1200 

   οὐδ᾽ ἂν δύναιτο. τίνα δὲ καὶ σπεύδων χάριν  1201 

   πρόθυμος ἦσθα; πότερα κηδεύσων τινὰ   1202 

    κηδεύω: I ally myself in marriage, marry 

   ἢ συγγενὴς ὤν, ἢ τίν᾽ αἰτίαν ἔχων;    1203 

   ἢ σῆς ἔμελλον γῆς τεμεῖν βλαστήματα   1204 

    τὸ βλάστημα: offspring, an offshoot, shoot (vegetal) 

   πλεύσαντες αὖθις; τίνα δοκεῖς πείσειν τάδε;  1205 

   ὁ χρυσός, εἰ βούλοιο τἀληθῆ λέγειν,   1206 

   ἔκτεινε τὸν ἐμὸν παῖδα, καὶ κέρδη τὰ σά.   1207 

   ἐπεὶ δίδαξον τοῦτο πῶς, ὅτ᾽ εὐτύχει   1208 

    ἐπεί = so now 

   Τροία, πέριξ δὲ πύργος εἶχ᾽ ἔτι πτόλιν,   1209 

    πέριξ: all around, round about 

    ἡ πτόλις = ἡ πόλις 
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   ἔζη τε Πρίαμος Ἕκτορός τ᾽ ἤνθει δόρυ,   1210 

    ἀνθέω: I blossom, bloom 

   τί δ᾽ οὐ τότ᾽,—εἴπερ τῷδ᾽ ἐβουλήθης χάριν   1211 

   θέσθαι, τρέφων τὸν παῖδα κἀν δόμοις ἔχων,—  1212 

    θέσθαι = ἔχειν (take with χάριν in 1211) 

    κἀν = καὶ ἐν 

   ἔκτεινας ἢ ζῶντ᾽ ἦλθες Ἀργείοις ἄγων;   1213 

   ἀλλ᾽ ἡνίχ᾽ ἡμεῖς οὐκέτ᾽ ἐσμὲν ἐν φάει—   1214 

   καπνῷ δ᾽ ἐσήμην᾽ ἄστυ—πολεμίων ὕπο,   1215 

    ὁ καπνός: smoke 

   ξένον κατέκτας σὴν μολόντ᾽ ἐφ᾽ ἑστίαν.   1216 

    κατέκτας = κατέκτεινας 

    μολόντ᾽ < βλώσκω 

   πρὸς τοῖσδε νῦν ἄκουσον, ὡς φανῇς κακός.  1217 

   χρῆν σ᾽, εἴπερ ἦσθα τοῖς Ἀχαιοῖσιν φίλος,   1218 

   τὸν χρυσὸν ὃν φῂς οὐ σὸν ἀλλὰ τοῦδ᾽ ἔχειν  1219 

   δοῦναι φέροντα πενομένοις τε καὶ χρόνον   1220 

    πένομαι: infer from the meaning of the noun πόνος 

   πολὺν πατρῴας γῆς ἀπεξενωμένοις.   1221 

    ἀποξενόω: I drive from home; pass: I live away from home 
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   σὺ δ᾽ οὐδὲ νῦν πω σῆς ἀπαλλάξαι χερὸς   1222 

    χερός = χειρός 

   τολμᾷς, ἔχων δὲ καρτερεῖς ἔτ᾽ ἐν δόμοις.   1223 

    καρτερέω: I am steadfast, I am patient; I persist in (+ part.) 

   καὶ μὴν τρέφων μὲν ὥς σε παῖδ᾽ ἐχρῆν τρέφειν  1224 

   σώσας τε τὸν ἐμόν, εἶχες ἂν καλὸν κλέος.   1225 

    τὸ κλέος: infer from the meaning of the adjective κλεινός, -ή, -όν 

   ἐν τοῖς κακοῖς γὰρ ἁγαθοὶ σαφέστατοι   1226 

    ἁγαθοί = οἱ ἀγαθοί 

   φίλοι· τὰ χρηστὰ δ᾽ αὔθ᾽ ἕκαστ᾽ ἔχει φίλους.  1227 

   

Proper Nouns and Adjectives 
 

Ἀγαμέμνων, -ονος, ὁ: Agamemnon 

Ἕκτωρ, -ορος, ὁ: Hektor 

Πρίαμος, -ου, ὁ: Priam 

 

 


