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 Network analysis has become a quite popular method of inquiry in the analysis of large 

administrative records (Cline and Munson 2023; Lemercier 2015 and 2023). Harris Cline 2015 

uses social network analysis (hereafter SNA) to investigate the Amarna letters, and Pagé-Perron 

2018 the cuneiform corpora, but no large-scale SNA has been conducted on the Linear B corpus. 

The Linear B tablets are ripe for SNA because of the sparse nature of the tablets themselves 

which often provide little to no clues as to the social relations between the individuals on the 

tablets. SNA will also elucidate individuals who serve as “bridges” between different groups of 

people across various economic spheres. This paper will provide a preliminary social network 

analysis of the Odos Pelopidou Theban tablets. This set of tablets is a good case study because 

they number only 250 and have a secure date to LH IIIB2/IIIC (Aravantinos et al. 2001; Driessen 

2008). The SNA will take the form of an association model in which individuals serve as nodes 

and an edge connects two individuals when they appear on the same tablet. From this network 

model, I suggest that certain individuals who appear in conjunction with each other on Fq tablets 

are important individuals in the damos. 

In order to conduct SNA, however, the individuals on the tablets must first be 

ascertained. My understanding of prosopographical methodology comes from Verboven et al. 

2007. The specific methodology of my paper utilizes Enegren 2008’s argument that it is 

statistically more likely for multiple attestations to be the same individual if in the same hand and 

Nakassis 2013’s designation of prosopographical identification as certain, probable, possible, and 

tenuous. However, the work of Aravantinos et al. 2001 has produced some controversy in the 



Linear B world (Palaima 2003), but a prosopographical analysis will grapple with the 

contentious interpretations from Aravantinos et al. 2001. 
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