
Greeks in Sicily: Indigenous Sicilian and Greek Cultural Exchange in Colonialism 

 

In the 8th to 5th c. B.C.E. Sicily maintained itself as the Mediterranean’s multicultural 

hub, and studying social dynamics during the Greek colonial period on the island allows us to 

approach the modern world with a more holistic understanding (of what). The Greeks in Sicily 

are often assumed to have dominated the region, but the archaeological evidence reflects a 

different reality. This project aims to provide an answer to the question, “When does a group lose 

their identity and gain a new one?”  

Sicilian identity in the 8th to 5th c. B.C.E. formed around an intercultural society 

primarily influenced by Greek culture. During an extended period of Greek presence in Sicily, 

indigenous Sicilian identity was progressively absorbed into Greek identity, until it became 

impossible to separate one group from the other. The Greeks stopped being ‘Greek’ when they 

became Sicilian, the archaeological record reflects this in the steadily shifting ritual and funerary 

architecture of both the indigenous Sicilian groups and the Greek settlers. Consistent cultural 

contact caused the groups to become unrecognizable from one another. 

The poster for this project would be image-based, as the sources used are almost entirely 

archaeological. The primary goal in designing the poster is to be accessible and immediately 

comprehensible. The introduction and primary argumentation would be centered, while the main 

examples would be on the sides of the poster, the conclusions and recommended further reading 

would be at the bottom so the poster is linear.  
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