Citation for CAMWS First Book Award

We are pleased to announce the award for a first book award for:
Figuring Death in Classical Athens. Oxford University Press
by 

Emily Clifford



This book garnered praise for its focus on the moment of death rather than its prologue or epilogue and brought out its unknowability.  Fully engaged with thanatological scholarship modern and ancient, and beautifully written in wonderfully accessible prose, Clifford concentrates on 5th century Athens, exploiting both literary and visual materials to produce what anthropologists would call a thick description of Greek conceptions of the immediacy of death and the dying self.  She begins with a brilliant chapter on the Phaedo, then moves on to the Oedipus at Colonus, then tackles Athenian vase painting with special emphasis on the funerary white ground lekythoi, before engaging with the Thucydidean plague.  Each of these sections can stand alone, but together they offer a novel and sophisticated epistemology of death that stimulates further questions and raises the possibility of applying her method to other periods and genres.  


Jenny Strauss Clay, Chair
On behalf of the CAMWS First Book Award Committee.



	
