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calstore.cal.org

Communicating in more than one language is vitally important in the interconnected world of the
21st century. There is growing awareness in the United States that creating a multilingual society is
critical to our economic success, national security, and international relations. Promoting the
teaching and learning of languages is a key component. How well are U.S. schools doing in making
advanced language proficiency a reality for their students?

To provide critical insight into this question, CAL presents the results of its 2008 nationwide survey
of elementary and secondary schools. The report provides an up to date portrait of K�–12 foreign
language education and pinpoints areas that need to be addressed in the future. Survey results are
presented in five key areas: amount of foreign language instruction, languages and types of
programs offered, curriculum and instruction, teacher certification and training, and effects of
education reform. Comparisons are made with the results of CAL�’s 1987 and 1997 surveys, framing
the progress of our efforts toward the goal of multilingualism.

www.cal.org/flsurvey
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