
 

 

From Strabonian Regions to διοικήσεις: a Study of the Administrative Development of the 

Provincia Asia as Seen through Civic Coinage (133 BC – 96AD) 

 

εἰς δὲ τὴν σύγχυσιν ταύτην οὐ μικρὰ συλλαμβάνει τὸ 

τοὺς Ῥωμαίους μὴ κατὰ φῦλα διελεῖν αὐτούς, ἀλλὰ 

ἕτερον τρόπον διατάξαι τὰς διοικήσεις, ἐν αἷς τὰς ἀγο- 

ραίους ποιοῦνται καὶ τὰς δικαιοδοσίας. 

To this confusion no little has been contributed by the fact that 

the Romans did not divide them [the inhabitants of Asia] according to tribes, but in another way 

they organized their administrative districts, within which  

they hold their popular assemblies and their courts. 

(Strabo 13.4.12) 

 

Strabo highlights the σύγχυσις, the ‘confusion’ created by the Roman introduction of the 

διοικήσεις, the administrative districts in Provincia Asia.  In Strabo’s time, however,  the ἒθνη, 

tribes, were not merely a descriptive geographical element, but also played an administrative role 

in the Roman province. When did this ‘confusion’ of the coexistence of ἒθνη and διοικήσεις 

begin? And when did the διοικήσεις become the determinative element in the administrative and 

economic life of the Asian province?   

This paper aims to explore this situation and show that the διοικήσεις, though probably 

introduced by the Romans simultaneously with the institution of the province, did not acquire a 

preponderant administrative and territorial relevance until the period between the end of the 

Mithridatic Wars and the beginning of the Civil Wars.  



 

 

We will prove this though an analysis of changes in the production and circulation 

patterns of the coinage issued by Asian cities between 133 BC, the date of Attalus’ testament 

bequeathing his kingdom to the Romans, and the end of the Flavian Age, which sees the end of 

the issue of autonomous silver and the gradual standardization of bronze coinage.   

I have constructed a unique database of civic coinage issued by Asian cities comprising 

11,898 coins. In this paper, I will present the results of careful analysis of this database, showing 

that the circulation and production of currency in the Roman province of Asia followed the 

boundaries of the ἒθνη-based regions, the ‘Strabonian’ regions,  until the second half of the 1
st
 

century BC and only then significantly changed, between the end of Mithridatic Wars and the 

beginning of the Civil Wars.  After this time, coin production and circulation began to follow the 

διοικήσεις boundaries as well.  The growing territorial and administrative importance of the 

διοικήσεις and their coexistence with the ἒθνη-based regions are precisely the elements creating 

the σύγχυσις, the ‘confusion’ to which Strabo alludes. 

 

Bibliography 

 A.M. Burnett – M.H. Crawford (eds), The Coinage of the Roman World in the Late Republic, 

 Oxford 1987 

M. Cottier (ed.), The Customs Law of Asia,, Oxford 2008 

F. de Callataÿ, L'histoire des guerres mithridatiques vue par les monnaies, Louvain-la-Neuve, 

 1997 

F. de Callataÿ, More than it would seem: the use of coinage by the Romans in late Hellenistic 

 Asia Minor (133-63 BC), AJN 23 (2011), pp. 55-86 



 

 

T. Drew-Bear, Three Senatus Consulta regarding the Province of Asia, Historia 21 (1972), pp. 

 75-87 

C. Habicht, New Evidence in the Province of Asia, JRS 65 (1975), pp. 64-91 

R. Haensch, Capita Provinciarum, Köln 1999 

F. S. Kleiner, ‘The Dated Cistophori of Ephesus’ in ANSMS 18 (1972), pp.17-32 

F.S.Kleiner, ‘Hoard Evidence and the late Cistophori of Pergamum’ ANSMN 23 (1978), pp.77-

106 

F.S.Kleiner, ‘The late Cistophori of Apameia’, Essays in honor of Margaret Thompson 

 (Mørkholm – Waggoner eds.) 1979, pp. 119-130 

A.H.M.Jones, The cities of the Eastern Roman Provinces, Oxford 1971 

W. Leschhorn, Antike Ären. Zeitrechnung, Politik und Geschichte in Scharzmeerraum und in 

 Kleinasien nordlich des Taurus, Historia, Einzelschriften 81 (Stuttgart, 1993) 

D.Magie, Roman Rule in Asia Minor, Princeton 1950 

G.D. Merola, Autonomia Locale –Governo Imperiale, Bari 2001 

W.E. Metcalf (ed.), The Oxford Handbook of Greek and Roman Coinage, Oxford 2012 

C. Mileta, Zur Vorgeschichte und Entstehung der Gerichtsbezirke der Provinz Asia, Klio 72.2 

 (1990), pp. 427-444 

B. Remy, L'évolution administrative de l'Anatolie aux trois premiers siècles de n.è., Lione, 1986 

K. J. Rigsby, The Era of the Province of Asia, Phoenix, Vol. 33, No. 1 (Spring, 1979), pp. 39-47 

G.R. Stumpf, Numismatische Studien zur Chronologie der Römischen Statthalter in Kleinasien, 

 Saarbrücken 1991 

P. Thonemann (ed.), Attalid Asia Minor, Oxford 2012  

M. Wörrle, Pergamon um 133 v.Chr., Historia 30 (2000), pp. 543-576,  


