Aristophanes’ Lampito in Sociolinguistic Perspective

The sociolinguistic concept that ethnic identity exists as a result of an intentional
“process” and that language is a primary means by which communities enact, perform, and
reproduce identity (Fishman, 1977; Wardhaugh, 2010) has only recently been applied to the
question of dialect in the Aristophanic corpus (Hall, 1989; Colvin, 1999, 2000; Willi, 2002,
2014). The results of such sociolinguistic analysis have aided in determining the degree to which
the speech of foreigners in Aristophanes’ extant comedies reflect linguistic realism, substandard
or non-standard Attic, or unmarked, barbaric Greek. These results have further implications for
how we should read the plays and how a foreigner’s speech might be integral to the development
of the Aristophanic plot. In this paper | employ recent sociolinguistic theory to describe the
function of Lampito in Aristophanes’ Lysistrata, arguing that the realism of Lampito’s Laconian
dialect is ultimately intended to buttress Aristophanes’ goal of fostering Spartan appreciation and

his ideal of panhellenic peace.
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