Mystifying Mirrors: Etruscan Mirrors in Context

Etruscan mirrors have been the subject of scholarly debate for well over a century. Some
of the questions about Etruscan mirrors that are currently being debated are: their dating, centers
of production and concentration, gender of their tombs, interpretation of accompanying grave
goods, interpretation of mirror placement, and iconography. This paper endeavors to shed light
on these questions and draw conclusions based on the data collected by examining over 100
mirrors from Italy within their accompanying tomb groups. While there are over 3,000 extant
Etruscan mirrors, only those that have documented tomb contexts are used. This paper will also
re-examine long held beliefs about Etruscan mirrors, such as whether Etruscan mirrors are a
female or male item. By examining them within their tomb context, instead of individually, this

paper reveals new interpretations of Etruscan mirrors in Italy.
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